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AUG 21 1959 
College and Character DURHAM, N. C 


If the college seeks to encourage character development, it must place 
special emphasis on principles. In many ways, college life presents the 
last opportunity to challenge effectively and completely the assump- 
tions of youth. Values may be brought out of the shadows of abstrac- 
tion into the searching light of critical assessment. In this way, per- 
haps, they emerge as conscious guides. This is not the task of any one 
course or professor or particular phase of campus living. The total 
resources of the college should challenge the provincial thinking of 
the student. The greatest impact on character occurs as a result of the 
total campus experience, especially if the relationship between intel- 
lectual training and character is made a real one. One perplexing fail- 
ure of the college, and one of its greatest challenges, is the development 
of critical, active, and inquisitive minds. .. . § If the college is to seek 
a larger role in the lives of its students, it is obligated to make a greater 
effort to break from tradition in both form and substance. It has been 
discouraging to us to see, for instance, how often the present rigidity 
of the college reduces its potentialities... . § The college is not just 
tacitly responsible for character, but actually responsible with a real- 
istic hope of fulfillment. Its concern for the student is inextricably 
bound into the best attempts of the human mind and spirit to interpret 
and to realize the immense possibilities in man.—Epwarp D. Eppy, Jr., 
in The College Influence on Student Character, An Exploratory Study 
in Selected Colleges and Universities. American Council on Education, 
Washington, D. C. 














Letters to the Editors 





Reasons Given for Doctrinal Concern 





The Virgin Birth 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

very now and then there is a revival 
of interest in the Virgin Birth of our Lord. 

It almost seems to be a perennial ques- 
tion that is never fully settled to the sat- 
isfaction of everybody. 

The main question is not whether a 
virgin birth is theoretically possible or 
impossible, but has one actually occurred? 

If a virgin birth has occurred, even in 
one case, then it is real, it is a part of the 
truth that is in the world. 

We do not care so much then whether 
the Virgin Birth of our Lord was possible 
or impossible theoretically, but did it 
happen, was it an actual event in human 
history? Did it take place as it has been 
reported? Or did it never actually hap- 
pen, even though recorded in the Gospels 
of Matthew and Luke? 

It is not possible to prove or disprove 
all supposed events in human history, 
for some are beyond the area of possible 
investigation, for all trace of their proof 
has been lost, either in time or in the 
strata of the earth. Many events have 
left no finger-prints, no vestige of their 
proof, that they once were a reality. 

But the faith of the church down 
through the centuries has been that Christ 
was conceived by the Holy Ghost and born 
of the Virgin Mary. 

This may not be proof, but it bears the 
marks of reality. 

Christ came and that is what matters 
most. How he came may or may not be 
so important, unless it bears on his di- 
vinity and deity. 

Did the Son of God need a special 
birth, or would ordinary birth be just as 
useful to him, and give him just as much 
authority with men and approval with 
God. 

If Christ had a human father, does it 
make any difference who that father was? 
Does a full human heredity make him any 
less the Son of God also? 

If Joseph was not the father of Jesus, 
then it puts Mary in a bad light, and it 
would make Christ an illegitimate child. 
That Mary could do wrong and that Jesus 
was illegitimate are the two things that 
worry most of the common people. The 
people do not want any cloud to hang over 
their Lord. Illegitimacy would be, in the 
opinion of many persons, such a cloud. 

This is why the question of the Virgin 
Birth of our Lord is of perennial inter- 
est to many people; for they want to keep 
the name of Jesus clean before the world 
by keeping the name of his mother clean 
also. 

If Mary’s name is not kept clean, then 
Christ may be deemed less than the Son 
of God, yes even to the extent of saying 
he was just a common man, an ordinary 
human being and not the Second Person 
of the Trinity. 

All this would tend to lower Christ in 
the estimation of the world, and he would 
become just another prophet like Elijah 
and Isaiah, and would be as fully human 
as was John the Baptist, his cousin in 
the flesh. 

This would make Jesus as human as 
Paul or John or Peter, his apostles... . 

On the part of the innocent child, il- 
legitimacy itself is no sin, for the child 
had no responsibility in its conception and 
birth. 


So it is eventually the good name of 
Mary that we are concerned about, and 
not the name of Jesus. 

Rosert LLoypD Roverts. 
West Chester, Pa. 


Lindsay of Park 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

Your issue of August 10 carries the sad 
news of the death of Dr. William Lindsay 
Young. I wish it might have included 
the fact that he served as president of 
Park College, 1936-1943. He held that post 
at the time he was Moderator of the Gen- 
eral Assembly. 

He won nationwide attention by his 
fearless action in bringing a group of 
Nisei students to the campus in war-time, 
despite threats of mob violence. Several 
of those students have justified that inci- 
dent by becoming distinguished in various 
professions. 

Dr. Young was remarkable, too, in that 
he left school after the fourth grade to 
work in coal mines and steel mills. After 
he was married he made up this deficiency 
by earning various academic degrees in- 
cluding that of doctor of philosophy. 

He had a rare ability to handle a case 
of student discipline in such a way as to 
bring out the very best qualities in the 
student. Many alumni of Park can testify 
to his influence in their redemption! 

CARLYLE ADAMS. 
Albany, N. Y. 


Columbus Case 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

The critics of the Presbytery of South- 
west Georgia should remember that this 
was the presbytery of jurisdiction in the 
matter of Dr. McNeill and the First Pres- 
byterian Church of Columbus, Ga., and 
that the case could not properly be tried 
in Oklahoma or Oregon. There were sev- 
eral facets to the case, and the fact that 
the commission allowed Dr. McNeill to 
serve for a year without the session func- 
tioning, indicates that they were doing 
all they could to save him for that church. 
Failing this, they did what they could to 
save the church. It should be our prayer 
that God will continue to use and bless 
Dr. MeNeill and the First church. Mean- 
while the commission deserves our sym- 
pathy and appreciation, not our scorn. 

ARTHUR M. MARTIN. 
Columbia, S. C. 


August 10 Issue 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

I want to express my appreciation for 
the August 10 issue of THE PRESBYTERIAN 
OUTLOOK. 

Beginning with the cover page, it re- 
wards the reader throughout the full 
twenty-four pages. The Office of Synod 
itself is grateful for the list of graduates 
in Theology and Christian Education and 
their place of service for reference use. 

The editorial to the 1959 Presbyterian 
theological graduates is most stimulating 
and helpful to lay leaders as well as to 
the graduates. We do not often find the 
practical helps suggested by the editor. 

I am not in complete agreement with 
Kenneth Foreman about the “Parish With- 
out Promise” but it should be taken se- 
riously to heart by those who are called 
to serve as ministers of the Word. 

Again let me say thank you for this 
issue. 

Epon D. WILson, Executive Secretary. 
Synod of Virginia, Richmond, Va. 


Unpromising Parishes 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

Dr. Kenneth Foreman’s article of Au- 
gust 10 is one of utmost importance today. 
Many rural and mountainous. presbyteries 
are having difficulty in securing pastors. 
What is the answer? God forbid that they 
close. 

WILLIAM E. Garba. 
Ashland, Ky. 


More Distractions 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


Thank you for your much-needed col- 
umn on speech (Aug. 10, p. 8). May I add 
a few distinctions that need to be learned? 

Between “lay” and “lie,” between “sit” 
and “set,” in all their forms; between 
“shall” and “will,” “may” and “might.” 

“Israel,” besides having the Z-sound, 
has three syllables. 

“Carolina” has an “o” in it. 

And how about the bad ministerial pul- 
pit manners, such as sitting on one’s 
back-bone, or with legs crossed, or an 
ankle on the knee of the other leg? The 
favorite platform posture of a well-known 
minister in our church was to sit on the 
end of his back-bone, with his legs stretch- 
ed out straight, in V-formation; with his 
feet resting on his heels, waving from 
side to side. 

Yours for good grammar and correct 
form, 

Gaston Boyle. 
Danbury, N. C. 





~ GRADUATES OF 1959 


Presbyterian Graduates in Theology and Christian 


Education and Where They Serve 





NOTE—Lists of Presbyterian theological 
graduates of 1959 not received in time to 
appear in the August 10 issue are given 
below.—tditors. 


UNION SEMINARY (N. Y.) 

James S. Ackerman, graduate study, 
Harvard Divinity School. 

Judson W. Airan, Presbyterian church of 
India 

Richard C. Austin, Mountain Top Larger 
Parish, Berwindale, Pa. 

Allan M. Baldwin, Yorkville, N. Y., 
church. 

Janet B. Bothell, St. 
School, New York. 


Thomas Choir 





Mason J. Bower, Crary Mills church, 
Canton R. D., N. Y. 

Coleman B. Brown, graduate study at 
UTSNY. 

Richard L. Brubaker, assistant in New 
Jersey. 

Richard P. Buchman, Hitchcock church, 
Scarsdale, N. Y. 

Donald C. Clokey, assistant, First church, 
Glens Falls, N. Y. 

Allen E. Combs, graduate study. UTSNY. 

Carl 8S. Dudley, assistant, First church, 
Buffalo, N. Y. 

Peter C, Fribley, graduate study, UTSNY. 

Robert K. Hudnut, assistant, Westmin- 
ster church, Albany, N. Y. 

0. Keith Hueftle, Iona Community, Glas- 
gow, Scotland. 
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Benjamin J. Jacobson, assistant, First 
church, Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 

Thomas J. Johnson, ae assistant, First 
church, New Rochelle, N. Y. 

Edward M. A. —e. graduate study at 
Columbia University, x. 

Robert G. pes Tg Ashland church, 
Cockeysville, Md. 

Lorence A. Long, assistant, First Con- 
gregational Church, White Plains, N. Y. 

Thomas A. Michael, Hamptonburg 
church, Campbell Hall, N. Y. 

Hugh G. Nevin, Jr., assistant, First 
church, Peekskill, N. Y. 

John Opie, Jr., graduate study, UTSNY. 

Stephen M. Panko, Military chaplaincy. 

Thomas M. Raitt, graduate study, UTS- 

Bruce W. Reeves, associate, First church, 
E. Cleveland, Ohio. 

I, Richard Rubottom, Jr., First church, 
Coalport, Pa. 

Donald L. Scruggs, assistant, First 
church, Easton, Pa. 

William Shepard, assistant, Union church, 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 

Patricia J, Smathers, Westminster Foun- 
dation, State College, Pa. 

Jeffrey D. Smith, 3d, uncertain. 

Lamar E. Thomas, uncertain. 


MRE Degree 


Ella M. R. Banton, New York, N. Y. (Her 
husband will be a senior). 
Jean E. Barker, New York, N. Y. (mar- 


ried to Robert Clark). 

Suzanne L. Carhart, uncertain. 

Abraham Y. Hsu, Thailand. 

Phyllis T. Knapp, DCE, Riverdale church, 
New York, N. Y. 

Jessie E. McGovran, uncertain. 
Ss. T. M. 

John Bathgate, graduate work at Union. 

Thomas J. Davies, Wales. 

Stefanus A. R. Hardin, Protestant church 
of Indonesia. 

Lyle M. Knaupp, Oregon. 

Robert L. Lehman 

Domingo I. Rosado, Puerto Rico. 

James A. Simpson, Presbyterian Church 
of Scotland. 

Ralph C. P. S. Smith, Presbyterian Church 
of Scotland. 

James C. Stewart, Presbyterian Church 
of Scotland. 

Darius L. Swann 


Th.D. 
Petrus D. Latuihamallo, Protestant 
Church of Indonesia. 


Charles M. Nielsen, University of South- 
ern California. 


S.M.M. 
Lorraine M. Adams 
Herbert S. Archer, (U.S.) 


Floyd C. Eaddy, (U.S.). UTSNY. 
James W. Hanosk 


M.A. 
Virginia H. (Mrs. Richard C.) Austin, 


Berwindale, Pa. 
Marion G. Niven 
Ph.D. 
Charles H. Germany, Board of Ecumen- 
ical Missions. 
David J. Maitland, Carleton College. 
Theodore R. Rosche, Claremont, Calif. 


PITTSBURGH-XENIA SEMINARY 

Lila Fay Achor, 700 N. Highland Ave., 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Robert E. Backstrom, First U. P. church, 
Chester, W. Va 

James B. Bailey, 684 Florida Ave., Pitts- 
burg, Pa. 

James D. Bigley, Calvert Memorial U.P. 
church, Etna, Pa. 

Ralph W. Brownfield, Wyano, Pa. 

William F. Burd, First church, Pitts- 
burgh, Pa. 

Henry Cade, U. P. church, Athens, Tenn. 

Dwayne C. Carter, graduate student, 
Pittsburgh-Xenia. 

Dean M. Carzoo, Pigeon Creek U.P. 
church, Eighty-four, Pa. 

William H. Douglas, Ecumenical Train- 
ing Center, Stony Point, N. Y. Missionary. 

George K. Gordon, U.P. churches in Fort 
Laramie and Guernsey, Wyo. 

David B. Gray, Grace U.P. church, Mar- 
tin’s Ferry, Ohio. 

Jo Ann Griffith, teacher in Ethiopia, Ecu- 
menical Training Center, Stony Point, N.Y. 

Carolyn Close Grohman, Princeton Sem- 
inary, Princeton, N. J 

Robert E. Harvey, 
Greensburg, Pa. 

Robert A. Helstrom, Irons Memorial U.P. 
church, McDonald, Pa. Graduate study. 

Allan B. Henderson, Clearfield, Iowa, 
U.P. church. 
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Calvary church, 


Frederick J. Horst, Ninth Ave. U.P. 
church, Monmouth, II. 

James A. Keefer, 5830 Carlyle St., Chev- 
erly, Md. 

Roger W. Kelsey, Mt. Leigh church, Sea- 
mon, Ohio. 

David H. Kennedy, Aliquippa, Pa. 

Ichiro Matsuda, Mountaineer Mining Mis- 
sions, Morgantown, W. Va., until he re- 
turns to Japan. 

James W. Moor, plans indefinite. 

Eleanor Nye, commissioned church work- 
er, Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio. 

Donald B. Patchel, assistant, Cuyahoga 
Falls, Ohio, U.P. church. 

William M. Paul, Mt. Chestnut U.P. 
church, Butler, Pa. 

Melvin J. Pritts, Walton Methodist 
church, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Ralph G. Ranney, Farmington, IIl., U.P. 
church. 

Richard G. Riedel, assistant, Highland 
U.P. church, New Castle, Pa. 


Richard D. Rodda, Mt. Olivet U.P. church, 
Trenton, Ohio. 

Jack B. Rogers, graduate student, Free 
University of Amsterdam. 

Wallace L. Smith, Marathon Larger Par- 
ish, Edgar, Wisc. 

James T. Snoke, assistant, 
church, Carrick, Pa. 

Donald S. Stewart, Third church, Whee- 
ling, W. Va. Graduate student. 

Robert E. Swanson, Homeworth, Ohio, 
church. 

Bruce W. Thielemann, First church, Mc- 
Keesport, Pa. 

Thomas L. Threadgill, Trinity U.P. 
church, Camden, Ala., and Miller’s Ferry, 
Ala., U.P. church. 

Charles A. Van Dyne, Center U.P. church, 
Midway, Pa. 

Rex Wentzel, Mountville U.P. church, 
Portersville, Pa. 

Ryoko Yotsumoto, teacher, Japan Chris- 
tian College, Tokyo, Japan. 


Concord 





This is how people reacted 


interest. 
EpDITOoRS. 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


Thank you for your letter with the 
Aug. 9 lesson enclosed! I had missed 
it and looked all over my Presbyterian 
papers to see if I could find it, and 
had accused my family of misplacing 
it. Dr. Thompson’s lessons are invalu- 
able to me. I teach (or lead) a Bible 
class of women and could not do it 
without this help.— 

BEssIE B. (Mrs. L. E.) BARNES, 
Wilson, N.C. 


Sometimes there is great value in a 
mistake. It seems almost as if the 
mistake we make is more valuable to 
us than the thing we do right. 

So, in directing our attention so spe- 
cifically to Dr. Thompson’s lesson for 
August 9, you may have accomplished a 
very fortunate result. Personally, I am 
thankful that my attention was called 
so pointedly to this outstanding lesson. 

O. H. GIt_espig, San Antonio, Texas. 


Thank you very much... . On yes- 
terday I discovered the omission and 
must confess to a sort of lost feeling, 
which is another way of saying that I 
am dangerously dependent upon Dr. 
Thompson’s development of the lesson. 
He does it in such a masterful way that 
I have found no comparable aid. 

GEORGE RICHARDSON, JR., 
Bluefield, W. Va. 


Would it be possible for me to ob- 
tain a copy of this lesson? ...I was 
panic-stricken when I realized that my 
lesson was not included... . 

Mrs. Jor Lynn, Jr., Buena Vista, Va. 


Many, many thanks for sending me 
Dr. Thompson’s discussion. I always 
use it in teaching the Women’s Bible 
Class and I was in the midst of pre- 
paring my lesson when the mail came. 

CAROLYN C. BrppLr, Sherman, Texas. 


. . . Someone was indeed thoughtful 
and kind. ...I have read Dr. Thomp- 
son for the past seven years and am 





who feared the loss of a valuable help 


FOR ONLY ONE WEEK! 


Think of those who are missing it every week! 


Our readers have already been told that the August 9 Bible study by Dr. 
Thompson was inadvertently displaced by one of another date in the July 27 
issue. However, the August 9 lesson was mailed separately to subscribers in 
this country as soon as the error was detected. Their responses are of special 
It is to be regretted that space prohibits printing all of them.— 


just lost when I do not have his “down 
to earth,” practical ideas to guide me. 
. . This means so much to many 
people. 
LOUISE ALEXANDER, Charlotte, N. C. 


.. Thank you so much. This is just 
to add my appreciation to that of the 
many, many others who enjoy and ben- 
efit greatly from this valuable series. 
The mistake which caused you to mail 
this particular lesson prompted me to 
send this “thank you,” a thought I have 
had in mind before but never took 
time to send along. I am, therefore, 
grateful for this little slip-up. ... 


C. SHaw Situ, Davidson, N. C. 


I do appreciate your sending the les- 
son. . .. After despairing over not 
finding the lesson exposition where it 
was supposed to be, I began to dig into 
my filing cabinet, and I found the Dec. 
26, 1954 article by Dr. T on Ecclesiastes. 
I guess that shows how much I think 
of that fine teacher’s expositions! 

Your paper isa honey! As far as our 
family is concerned, it is THE only 
Presbyterian church paper. Others are 
good, but, like Kellogg’s breakfast food, 
THE OUTLOOK is “just a little bit bet- 
ter.” 

Hirpa H. (Mrs. T. M.) CUNNINGHAM, 
Denton, Texas. 


You deserve a “medal of honor for 
service beyond the call of duty” in 
sending Dr. Thompson’s lesson. We 
were puzzled to know what had hap- 
pened until your letter came. We hard- 
ly know how to study the S. S. lesson 
unless we have Dr. Thompson’s helps. 
Many thanks. 

With sincere appreciation of the fine 
work you are doing in giving us a paper 
like THE OUTLOOK, and with a sincere 
prayer for our beloved church as you 
help us to face many serious prob- 
lems. ... 

Mrs. R. MurPHy WILLIAMS, 
Greensboro, N. C. 














As in former years, churches have 
placed large pre-publication orders for 
the Going-to-College Handbook—with- 
out knowing what would appear on a 
single page! 


A VOTE OF CONFIDENCE 


Single orders run like this: 
Madison, Wis., 100 Washington, D.C. 100 Casper, Wyo. 50 


copies Las Cruces, N.M.40 ‘Findlay, Ohio 50 
Hastings-on-Hudson, New Orleans, La. 70 Wayne, Pa. 75 

N. Y. 160 Portland, Ore. 100 Indianapolis 75 
Waynesboro, Va. 100 Louisville, Ky. 75 

When they learn of the contents of Volume 14. . . think of their eager 
response! 


From some of the 68 pages 
D. ELToN TRuEBLOOD: “Jf You Really Want an Education!” 
BaRCLAY-FosDICK-STANLEY JONES: “Doubts and What to Do About Them” 
NATIONAL LEADERS: “Students Should Be Better Informed!” 


CoLLEcE Boarp (59 students) on: Being Yourself ... Campus Values . . . Testing 
of Faith... The Time Problem . . . Fraternities-Sororities . . . Extra-Curriculars 
. Campus Leaders . . . Some Deeper Claims 


National Campus Opinion Poll—NCOP—on lively questions 

JANE Kiuttz: Fraternity-Sorority Question Mark 

D. P. McGeacny, 3p: Freshman Faces, with McGeachy illustrations! 
—plus scholarship listings, book section, college information, etc., etc. 


Order now for prompt delivery—early September use. 
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Ditech and Mall AT ONCE seeresscesssererrerste 


Yes! I want the high school and college students of my church to 

have copies of the forthcoming 1960 Going-to-College Handbook (Vol. 14). 
Please enter our order as follows: 

(circle one) 


300 copies 200 150 100 75 50 25 20 


PRICE: 50¢ each; 20-99, 45¢. 100 or more, 40¢ each. Mailing envelopes 2¢ each or 
free with orders of 50 or more where needed and requested. Postage paid where cash 
accompanies order. 











moeccccocccecceeseseeeseecaseesanesconeeseesonasanasese9 


Check here if this will provide for every high school and college student be- 
longing to your church, Sunday school, and youth group and claim a special 10% 
discount. 

ee I i anata 
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lie aceasrhshaalnathiahitiinseatiniaa tutes tyabtatenieee Send _______.___--_-~-Méailing Envelopes. 


Also: Please send me sets of all available previous volumes of the HANDBOOK 
(5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12, 13 @ $4.00 per set.) (For youth leaders, church library, and/or 
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+ office files for reference purposes.) 
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NEWS ROUND-UP _ | 


WITH MORE THAN 1200 alcoholics be- 
ing produced each day, alcoholism is now 
the nation’s No. 3 health problem from 
the standpoint of incidence, lives lost and 
people disabled, according to Dr. Andrew 
C. Ivy, chairman of the Department of 
Clinical Sciences, University of Illinois. 
He told the recent Institute of Scientific 
Studies for Prevention of Alcoholism that 
it ranks immediately behind heart disease 
and cancer in its toll in American so- 
ciety. . . . TWENTY-NINE church-owned 
properties in Nashville, Tenn., formerly 
tax exempt, have been placed on the city’s 
tax rolls... . PUBLIC SCHOOL TEACHERS 
have been asked to confine any classroom 
devotional periods to reading the Old 
Testament “without comment, followed 
by a period of silent prayer or medita- 
tion,” in a statement adopted by the 
Chapel Hill, N. C., Board of Education. 
... THE INDIANAPOLIs school board has 
said it will not permit Billy Graham’s 
crusade teams to visit the city’s public 
schools in October. . . . PRESIDENT EI- 
SENHOWER has proclaimed Oct. 7 as a 
National Day of Prayer, calling on 
Americans to “give thanks for the bounty 
of Providence which has made possible 
the growth and promise of our land.”. . . 
THE PROTESTANT ecumenical movement 
has been described by a Roman Catholic 
theologian as a “revolutionary change in 
attitude of non-Catholic bodies which 
are seriously trying to heal their dishar- 
mony.” Father John L. Hardon, S.J., 
of West Baden (Ind.) College, said the 
Protestant churches’ awareness “of their 
condition of disunity and their desire 
to improve it are to widespread and pro- 
found that observes it as the greatest de- 
velopment in religious history since the 
Reformation.”’. CHRIST EPISCOPAL 
CuHUvRCH in Philadelphia has applied for 
a state employment agency license after 
having found jobs for some 70 people this 
year. The service is operated without 
charge. . . . LEGISLATION BEFORE Con- 
gress exempting churches and religious 
groups from the 10% transportation Fed- 
eral tax would also excuse them from the 
same levy on phone calls and telegrams. 
. . . YOUNG PEOPLE of the Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod have voted 
unanimously to retain the word “Wal- 
ther” in the name of their organization— 
the International Walther League... . 
Union SEMINARY in New York has been 
criticized by the National Association of 
Evangelicals and by Protestants and 
Other Americans United for Separation 
of Church and State (POAU) for ac- 
cepting federal aid in support of grad- 
uate study in theology. The critics say 
this is a violation of the principle of sep- 
aration of church and state. The sem- 
inary is not under the control of any 
church body. Similar grants accepted by 
Emory University, Dropsie College and 
Brown University are also criticized. 
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World Presbyterian Alliance 


Doctrinal Statement Is Favored 


SAO PAULO, BRAZIL (RNS)—The World 
Presbyterian Alliance went on record at 
its 18th General Council here as favoring 
the drawing up of a new statement on the 
Reformed faith “articulated in the lan- 
guage of our day.” 

Such a statement, the 84-year-old or- 
ganization of Presbyterian and Reformed 
Churches declared, ‘while remaining 
loyal to the Holy Scriptures and the faith 
of our fathers,” also should have refer- 
ence to the “false teachings of our age.” 

Attended by some 400 delegates and 
visitors from churches in 53 nations, the 
council endorsed informal meetings be- 
tween representatives of the Alliance and 
the International Congregational Coun- 
cil. It requested that these talks be con- 
tinued and broadened to include parti- 
cipation by parish ministers and lay per- 
sons. 


Lloyd Is President 

Ralph Waldo Lloyd, president of 
Maryville (Tenn.) College was elected 
president of the Alliance. He succeeds 
John A. Mackay, recently retired as pres- 
ident of Princeton (N.J.) Theological 
Seminary. 

Dr. Lloyd has been secretary of the 
Alliance’s North American Area for more 
than ten years. He is a former moderator 
of the Presbyterian, USA, General As- 
sembly. 

The only other candidate for the WPA 
presidency was Joseph L. Hromadka of 


Atlanta Center Plans 
Look Toward Building 


Directors of the Presbyterian Center, 
Inc., Atlanta, Ga., have voted unani- 
mously that funds be made available for 
construction of a new headquarters of- 
fice building there. Extensive property 
was secured several years ago with this 
end in view and a number of the agencies 
of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., are 
already occupying the site. It is planned, 
however, that a new building will be 
erected for the General Council, Office of 
the Stated Clerk, Board of Annuities and 
Relief, Board of Church Extension, 
Board of Women’s Work, and the Pres- 
byterian Book Store of Atlanta. 

A total of $200,000 from these agen- 
cies is expected in addition to financial 
aid from outside sources. Loans will be 
made for the balance. 





Prague, dean of the Amos Comenius The- 
ological Faculty, who withdrew his can- 
didacy. He is a former vice-president of 
the Alliance. 

For the first time in history, the WPA 
named a woman as vice-president. She 
is Lady MacDermott of Belfast, North- 
ern Ireland, wife of that ocuntry’s Lord 
Chief Justice, and the first head of the 
Alliance’s woman’s department. 

Other new vice-presidents are: Jose 
Borges dos Santos, Jr., moderator of the 
Presbyterian Church of Brazil; Bishop 
Emerich Varga of the Reformed Chris- 
tian Church of Czechoslovakia; Bishop 
Cipriano Navarro of the United Church 
of Christ in the Philippines; J. D. Sal- 


mond of the Presbyterian Church of New 
Zealand; Awn Ubagha of the Presbyte- 
rian Church of Eastern Nigeria; and 
James E. Wagner, co-president of the 
United Church of Christ in the U.S.A. 


McCord Named Secretary 

James I. McCord, president-elect of 
Princeton seminary, was named North 
American Area secretary to succeed Dr. 
Lloyd. Earlier Dr. Marcel Pradervand 
of Geneva was re-elected general secre- 
tary. 

The Alliance unanimously accepted the 
Presbyterian Church in the Republic of 
Korea as its 77th member. Established 
in 1953 the Korean body has some 150,- 
000 communicants in 18 presbyteries and 
725 congregations. 

The 19th General Council will prob- 
ably be held in Frankfurt, Germany, in 
1964, the Alliance announced. 


Church's Role in the World 


Is Stressed in Brazil 


Sao PAULO, BRAzIL (RNS)—James I. 
McCord, president-elect of Princeton 
(N.J.) Theological Seminary, declared 
here that in today’s age the church has 
become “introverted, has developed an 
esoteric theological vocabulary for the 
initiated, and has broken off conversa- 
tion with the world.” 

He addressed the 18th General Coun- 
cil of the World Presbyterian Alliance 
on its meeting’s general theme: “The 
Servant Lord and His Servant People.” 

Asserting that the church must ask it- 
self what witness it must make in the 
midst of world revolution, Dr. McCord 
said that the key to understanding its 
mission lies in understanding the serv- 
ant role of Jesus Christ. 

“As Christ was sent into the world, so 
the church is sent into the world by 
Christ, to serve him by serving the 
world,” he said. 

He reminded the delegates that the 
servant theme has great relevance in the 
understanding of the 16th-century Re- 
formation and its meaning for today. 

“Since to be reformed is always to be 
reforming,” he said, “the thought, life 
and witness of the church stand always 
under the judgment of God, no less now 
than in the 16th century.” 





Mackay Speaks 
A service in First Independent Presby- 
terian church was addressed by John A. 


Mackay of Princeton, president of the 
Alliance which represents 76 Presbyte- 
rian and Reformed member-churches in 
53 countries. 

Speaking in fluent Spanish, he said 
Christians must (1) ‘remember God in 
his sovereignty over the individual”; (2) 
“remember God as_ sovereign of the 
world”; (3) “remember God as sov- 
ereign of his church.”’ He called upon all 
Protestants to broaden their vision of, 
and their enthusiasm for the Christian 
life. 

Dr. Mackay, who recently retired as 
president of the Princeton seminary, said 
that structure, doctrine, liturgy and sac- 
raments are not enough in the life of the 
church. 

“We need enthusiasm in our Chris- 
tian life,” he said. “And we must re- 
member, too, that a sense of mission is 
the essence of the church.” 

Participating in the service, attended 
by more than 1,200 persons including 
300 delegates, were: Marcel Pradervand, 
the Alliance’s general secretary; Benja- 
min Moraes of Brazil, G. Campbell 
Wadsworth of Canada and Josef L. 
Hromadka of Czechoslovakia, all three 
vice-presidents of the Alliance; Jose 
Borges dos Santos, Jr., Moderator of the 
Presbyterian Church of Brazil; Seth 
Ferraz, Moderator of the Independent 
Presbyterian Church of Brazil; and 
Janos Apostol, Moderator of the Chris- 








tian Reformed Church of Brazil. 
First in Latin America 

The Alliance’s meeting in Sao Paulo 
marked the first time that a major con- 
fessional group has met in Latin Ameri- 
ca. It also was the first time the organi- 
zation has held a General Council outside 
the English-speaking world. 

In one of their first actions, the dele- 
gates unanimously re-elected Dr. Prader- 
vand as general secretary for five years. 
He has held that post since 1948 when 
it was created by the Alliance. 


World Presbyterian Alliance 


During the Alliance’s sessions, rival 
public meetings were conducted under 
the auspices of the International and 
American Councils of Christian Church- 
es, both ultra-fundamentalist groups. 
Main speakers were Carl McIntire of 
Collingswood, N.J., ICCC president; 
and Clyde J. Kennedy of Tacoma, Wash., 
head of the ACCC. 


The groups have made a practice of 
holding rallies to coincide with major 
conventions of national and international 
Protestant organizations. 


Role of Younger Churches 


Speakers from churches in five coun- 
tries, addressing a public meeting stress- 
ed that giving and receiving as aspects 
of the Christian mission enterprise are 
inseparable. 

They discussed ‘“‘Ventures in the Mis- 
sion of the Church” against the back- 
ground of their own experiences, and 
demonstrated its relevance to the council’s 
theme: “The Servant Lord and His 
Servant People.” 

All five agreed that because “‘it is more 
blessed so to do,” younger churches as 
well as the historic ones, must seek to 
share what has been received. 

The speakers were: Charoon Wi- 
chaidist of Thailand, Mrs. Sandor Agos- 
ton of Yugoslavia, Francois Akoa of the 
French Cameroun, Masao Hirata of 
Japan, and Miss Margaret Shannon of 
the United States. 


Thailand Speaker 

Representing the Church of Christ in 
Thailand, Mr. Wichaidist said that his 
church body, a minority group, is receiv- 
ing help from five other nations. Never- 
theless, he observed, the church is pre- 
paring to support a mission worker in 
neighboring Laos entirely with locally- 
raised funds. 

“The main task of the church is mis- 
sions,” he said. “It is the will of our 
Servant Lord that we bear each other’s 
loads.” 

Mrs. Agoston recalled that her church 
(Reformed Christian) experienced a 
major renewal in the last ten years through 
the assistance of visiting mission leaders. 
Aid projects of Yugoslavian church 
members have benefited the needy in Leb- 
anon, India and Cameroun, West Africa, 
she said. 

Mr. Akoa noted that the Presbyterian 
Church of the Camerouns became autono- 
mous in 1957 after many years of foreign 
missionary activity in that area. As a 
result, he said, “a new era of responsi- 
bility and maturity has begun and a dif- 
ferent concept of missionary sending is 
required.” 

He lauded today’s “fraternal workers,” 
whose name, he observed, suggests “their 
helpful and equalitarian approach.” 
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A “dynamic situation” in African 
churches is being produced by “ecclesias- 
tical independence” and by the integra- 
tion of foreign and national personnel, 
Mr. Akoa said. 


Work Among Students 

Mr. Hirato pointed out that he has 
been serving as a fraternal worker among 
students in Brazil for more than 13 
months. Such service, he said, is an ex- 
pression of Christian faith in action. 

“The ones who go are helped as well 
as the many who send and receive, for 
no one can understimate the richness in 
such a Christian experience,” he de- 
clared. 

Miss Shannon, who represented the 
Commission on Ecumenical Mission and 


Hromadka Is 


Sao PAULO, BRAZIL (RNS)—Joseph L. 
Hromadka of Prague, prominent Czech 
theologian, told newsmen here that the 
church must be kept alive at any cost in 
Communist countries. 

The dean of the Amos Comenius The- 
ological Faculty, who has frequently been 
labeled an apologist for the Communist 
regime in his country, maintained that 
Communism is not really hostile to re- 
ligion. Christianity, he said, might even- 
tually transform Communism and make 
it Christian. 

A former vice-president of the World 
Presbyterian Alliance, Dr. Hromadka 
was among churchmen granting a press 
interview in connection with the organi- 
zation’s 18th General Council. 


“Not a Communist” 

Dr. Hromadka admitted that he has 
a “certain understanding of, and sym- 
pathy for,” the Communists, but stressed : 
“T am not a Communist.” 

Although Communism’s atheism 
“weakens” the authority of the church, 
he said, it also challenges churches to 
“purify themselves.” 

Despite the spread of propaganda in 
his country, declared Dr. Hromadka, “we 
are able to exercise our beliefs.” 





Laurence H. Hollander 

The new president of Lees Junior Col- 

lege, Jackson, Ky., is Laurence H. Hol- 

lander. A native of Kalamazoo, Mich., 

Mr. Hollander has been assistant con- 

troller of the Enro Shirt Co. of Louis- 
ville, Ky., for the past ten years. 





Relations, United Presbyterian Church, 
USA, described the agency as one 
church’s plan for administering a pro- 
gram of outreach in a rapidly changing 
world. 

“Only through the voices of many na- 
tions speaking together can we speak the 
gospel of the Lord and be sure it is heard 
throughout the world,” she concluded. 


Interviewed 


“The ideology preached by the state,” 
he continued, “naturally found favorable 
ground for its propaganda, principally 
among the younger set, which then start- 
ed to leave the churches. 

“But, on the other hand, many young 
students, prompted by the actual errors 
of the State as regards religion, are now 
returning to their own beliefs which the 
state once tried to destroy. 

“The Communists then realized that 
they were mistaken in attacking religion. 
Often I had the courage to say to them: 
‘One day you will be looking for us in 
your search for a little moral relief, and 
more fullness for human life, even while 
you are enjoying the comforts which ma- 
terial life can offer.’ 


Not a Reactionary 

“The Communists say that religion is 
the expression of obscurantism and re- 
action. But, in their contact with me, they 
say: ‘How is it possible that you, being 
a religious man, are not a reactionary?’ 
Our methods of action are causing con- 
fusion among the Communists, who are 
trying to revise their attitude towards 
religious people. It will be a long, slow 
process, but there will be a happy ending 
as far as we are concerned.” 
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LABOR SUNDAY MESSAGE, 1959 


“FREE LABOR...IMPORTANT TO FREE PEOPLE 
... IN TODAY'S WORLD" 


LWAYS THE CHURCHES should 

give thanks to God for the freedom 
that is both heritage and living fact about 
our nation. In spite of many infringe- 
ments in our practices, we cherish its 
spirit within our people, its exercise in 
our common life, and its embodiment 
deep within our institutions. 

On this Labor Sunday it is right and 
fitting that the churches recognize and 
stress the vital place of a free labor 
movement in and its contribution to our 
society through the institution of collec- 
tive bargaining. It is a sign and condi- 
tion of our freedom that there exist vol- 
untary organizations such as those of 
labor and management. The effort of 
these groups to solve together their mu- 
tual problems should be encouraged and 
their freedom to do so safeguarded, in so 
far as it does not encroach upon the 
rights of other groups and the common 
welfare. 


For Economic Freedom 


We believe that free collective bargain- 
ing is a necessity for economic freedom 
in an orderly society. The alternative is 
for labor and management to have im- 
posed upon them undue restrictions or 
even outright dictation by government. 
We as citizens, however, may justly ex- 
pect both management and labor to con- 
sider and respect the rights of the vast 
majority of our people who are not par- 
ticipants in collective bargaining. If the 
common interest of the people outside the 
parties to collective bargaining is dis- 
regarded, the people by and large must 
seek through their government to protect 
their freedom from any encroachment by 
either powerful corporate management or 
powerful organized labor or both. 

Without organized workers there can 
be no collective bargaining. Labor’s long 
struggle to gain recognition was moti- 
vated in large part by its necessity to 
match the bargaining power of employers. 
Responsible unions and management 
share the credit for the high place which 
collective bargaining in many fields of 
industry holds today among our demo- 
cratic institutions. 

That we are “all brothers” is God’s 
doing; hence individuals who are indif- 
ferent to the effect upon others of what 
they do lay destroying hands upon the 
fabric of society. All the more intolerable 
is irresponsible action by an economic 
group: the harm it does falls upon people 
of all walks of life, ultimately including 
those in the offending group. Since free 
collective bargaining is one of the estab- 
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lished features of the American economy, 
the continuance of responsible action by 
both labor and management is an abso- 
lute necessity. 


High Level of Responsibility 


We commend organized labor for the 
high level of responsibility which it has 
shown in collective bargaining and which 
devoted labor leaders strive to maintain. 
It is indeed right for church people to be 
concerned about malpractices and cor- 
ruption by some leaders of labor, in some 
instances acquiesced in by union mem- 
bers. This concern also is shared widely 
among the leaders and members of or- 
ganized labor. But church people must 
not forget corruption disclosed on the 
part of management as well. On this 
Labor Sunday it is important for our 
churches and their members to see not 
only the instances of corruption in labor 
but also to recognize the essential func- 
tion and permanent contribution of or- 
ganized labor. 

We therefore call upon the churches to 
re-examine their own contribution toward 
the needs and functioning of strong and 
responsible labor unions. We urge our 
churches to promote among their people 
an appreciation of the legitimate and 
necessary role of organized labor in our 
free society. Free labor unions are im- 
portant to all free peoples in today’s 
world. We urge the need as well for a 
balanced rather than a prejudiced or par- 


tial view of the problems which respon- 
stble union leaders and their members 
confront both externally and internally 
and of how they are trying to solve them. 


Understanding and Participation 


We are grateful to God that large num- 
bers in organized labor are also in the 
churches. As a union leader or member 
each individual is responsible to God 
for his conduct in his union as in his 
other activities. We urge our churches, 
therefore, to help their members who are 
also union members to grow in their 
understanding of the purpose and place 
which unions properly have in today’s 
world; and to encourage them to parti- 
cipate more effectively and responsibly in 
the life and affairs of their unions. Re- 
sponsible group action there, as in 
churches or elsewhere, depends upon 
members with an informed and alert 
sense of individual responsibility. 


Mrs. Vass Secured for 
Interim Secretary 


Helen T. Vass, director of Christian 
education for the First Presbyterian 
Church, Homestead, Fla., has been named 
acting executive secretary of the Pres- 
byterian, U. S., Board of Women’s Work. 

Mrs. Vass has been a member of the 
Board since 1954. She will serve in this 
post while the search is being made for 
a permanent successor to Mrs. L. M. Mc- 
Cutchen, who died last spring. Mrs. Vass 
will continue to serve as a member of the 
Board and as its vice-chairman. She will 
assume her duties Sept. 15, succeeding 
Mrs. W. H. Hopper of Louisville, Ky., 
a former chairman of the Board, who has 
been serving as acting executive secretary. 








A Prayer for Those Who Labor 


For those who labor without adequate reward, for those who labor 
for the common welfare, for those who perfect their skills for better 
performance, for those who direct the labors of others, for those who 
adapt machines to lift man’s heavy burdens, for those who trade and 
those who transport, for those who mine and those who smelt, for 
those who cast and those who die, for apprentices and craftsmen, and 
for all who contribute to the health and welfare of their fellows 
through their industry and their effort, dear God, we thank thee. May 
they receive their reward in the words of the Master Workman, ‘Well 
done, thou good and faithful servant.’’ Amen. 


From ‘‘Meditations for Travelers,’’ United Church of Christ 














Montreat's Race Relations Policy 


HE RECENT ANNUAL MEET- 
ING of the Board of Trustees of the 
Mountain Retreat Association (Mon- 
treat) was the occasion for a lengthy, 
spirited and constructive debate on Chris- 
tian race relations. For over two hours 
forty trustees, elected by the General As- 
sembly and its sixteen synods and con- 
stituting a real cross-section of the 
church, reconsidered the ‘policy of Mon- 
treat for the entertainment of Negroes.” 
The policy adopted in 1950 was re- 
garded at that time as quite liberal. The 
Board of Directors instructed the man- 
agement to make a part of Fellowship 
Hall and the cafeteria available to Ne- 
groes attending adult conferences and 
groups “on a proportionate representative 
basis” but decided that Negro delegates 
could not be entertained at young people's 
conferences (with the exception of the 
Assembly’s Youth Council). 


In Nine Years 


How much has happened in the past 
nine years! The Supreme Court ruling 
on segregated schools and subsequent 
events have set the stage for nationwide 
discussion of race relations and have 
aroused the attention of the whole world. 
In 1954 the Presbyterian, U.S., General 
Assembly took a strong stand, affirming 
that “enforced segregation of the races is 
discrimination which is out of harmony 
with Christian theology and ethics and 
the church in its cultural patterns should 
lead rather than follow.” Efforts in suc- 
ceeding Assemblies to rescind or modify 
this action have all failed. In 1957 the 
standing committee on Women’s Work 
recommended to the General Assembly 
“that the Board of Directors of the 
Mountain Retreat Association be re- 
quested to go on record as opening all its 
facilities to all members of the church 
for assembly-wide schools and confer- 
ences,” and the recommendation was 
adopted. Yet the institutions of the Gen- 
eral Assembly, and presbyteries and con- 
gregations have been slow to implement 
the 1954 statement of principle. 

Within the past decade the Presby- 
terian Church in the U.S. has begun to 
take seriously its responsibility for Ne- 
gro work. The Division of Negro Work 
in the Board of Church Extension has 
been greatly strengthened. The 1953 
campaign to raise $2 million was success- 
ful, and one result has been the increase 
of Negro Presbyterians from 3,000 to 
more than 6,000. This growth is three 
times as rapid as the membership growth 
in the entire Assembly since 1950. About 
DR. PRICE represents the Synod of Virginia 
on the Montreat board of trustees. He was 
long a missicnary to China, Moderator of the 
1953 U. S. Assembly, and is now director of 
the Missionary Research Library in New York. 
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By FRANK W. PRICE 


one-third of the nearly eighty Negro 
churches are now related to presbyteries 
other than the three completely Negro 
presbyteries. However, in proportion to 
the total size of our denomination the 
Negro membership is less than one per 
cent, a fact that should be kept in mind 
whenever we discuss the place of Negroes 
in our Presbyterian conferences. 


Consideration Each Year 


In 1956 the Montreat Board of Trus- 
reaffirmed (21-13) the policy on 
entertainment of Negroes adopted in 
1950. Each year since then the question 
has been brought up for further consid- 
eration in the light of changing condi- 
tions. The discussion this year was the 
longest and most earnest in the history 
of the Board of Trustees, and was marked 
by several close votes. At one point the 
trustees approved a liberal policy of com- 
plete non-segregation for all adult Ne- 
groes, then anxiously decided to recon- 
sider and finally passed a weak amend- 
ment (22-16) that “encourages” but does 
not require Negroes to live in Fellowship 
Hall and to eat only in the cafeteria. In 
other words they are not welcomed to 
Assembly Inn, and the phrase “entertain- 
ment on a non-segregated basis” in the 
resolution loses a good deal of meaning. 


tees 


The trustees, after sharp debate, voted 
to include the Westminster (college age) 
Fellowship under the provisions for adult 
conferences, but by a narrow margin de- 
clared that all programs for church young 
people and children should be on an en- 
tirely segregated basis. Since the num- 
ber of Negro youth and children would 
be proportionately so small it is hard to 
see what was accomplished by this sweep- 
ing discriminatory rule except to keep Ne- 
groes away altogether from the conference 
center. In the minds of some trustees 
was the specter of Negro adults bringing 
their families to Montreat. The question 
remains: should Montreat, the one con- 
ference ground for the whole Assembly, 
build walls against the 6,000 Negro 
members of our denomination? What 
will be the effect of such segregation on 
our efforts to evangelize the Negro popu- 
lation of the South and to bring more 
Negroes into our church? 


Progress Made 


The Montreat trustees recognized that 
Christians may hold sincere and yet rad- 
ically different views on race relations 
and the church’s responsibility for remov- 
ing discriminations. The debate on Au- 
gust 5 was encouraging in that it showed 
a meeting of minds on this issue, char- 
acterized by intelligent arguments and 


a minimum of emotional bias. Unfor- 
tunately, not all were willing to face the 
revolutionary world situation of which 
we are a part, and the fact that we can 
sabotage our Christian witness in Amer- 
ica and our missionary witness to the 
world by out-of-date attitudes and regu- 
lations on interracial matters. We need 
to consider frankly the impression that 
the Montreat policy, although changing 
slowly, would make on visitors from 
abroad. Is this the pattern that a church 
of Jesus Christ should show to the world ? 
We say that the church should not be 
conformed to society but should trans- 
form it. Here is an opportunity to dem- 
onstrate the high ideals which our Gen- 
eral Assembly has repeatedly announced. 

The Montreat meeting of trustees re- 
vealed a deep searching of conscience in 
our church and the determination of an 
increasing number to move steadily for- 
ward in this critical area of Christian 
faith and fellowship. For this we may 


thank God. 


CHURCH PARTICIPATION 
1S GROUNDS FOR DIVORCE 


BerLIN—An East German court has 
ruled that active participation in church 
life constitutes “strong grounds for di- 
vorce.”” 

In awarding a divorce in a recent case 
the court was reported to have said that 
‘“‘progressive-thinking people in our state 
of workers and farmers cannot be ex- 
pected to remain tied to a marriage part- 
ner who leans more and more towards 
the church.” 

The case in point was said to involve 
a woman who had led “a good married 
life at first, but since 1946 leaned more 
and more towards the church.” Testi- 
mony was offered to the effect that she 
attended services on Sunday and also 
took part in other church activities “at 
least twice a week.” By so doing the 
court said the defendant “created an 
estrangement between herself and her 
husband” which constitutes sufficient 
grounds for divorce. (EPS, Geneva) 


Outlook Transformation 


The National Council Outlook, month- 
ly publication of the National Council of 
Churches, has come to the end of the 
way. However, a successor is promised 
by early fall, though the new publication 
may appear in some different form. NCC 
leaders say: 

“The National Council of Churches is 
determined that there shall be no gap in 
gathering and disseminating fullest in- 
formation of what is taking place in the 
cooperative movement, with special ref- 
erence to its own life and work and with 
broader reference to nationally significant 
developments in the state and local coun- 
cils.” 
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MONTREAT TRUSTEES MOVE TO 
MEET ASSEMBLY SPECIFICATIONS 


Steps were taken at the annual meeting 
of the directors of the Mountain Retreat 
Association (Montreat, N. C., the sum- 
mer conference grounds of the Presby- 
terian Church, U. S.) toward compliance 
with the recommendations of the 1959 
General Assembly. These steps include 
an invitation to representatives of As- 
sembly boards and agencies to have their 
representatives attend all meetings, 
boards and agencies to assume full re- 
sponsibility for conference programs, 
with the exception of Sunday preachers, 
amendment of the charter to provide for 
election rather than nomination of board 
members by the Assembly, and a further 
amendment requiring that each trustee 
shall be a member of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. 

Some of these steps are to be studied 
by a committee of lawyers before they 
are presented for adoption at the Febru- 
ary meeting. A progress report is to be 
made to the 1960 Assembly. 


Gill Incident 


There was full discussion of the re- 
tracted invitation involving President 
Theodore A. Gill of San Francisco Theo- 
logical Seminary (OUTLOOK, June 29, 
July 13). 

Evelyn Green, of the staff of the Board 
of Women’s Work explained that the late 
Mrs. McCutchen, who invited Dr. Gill, 
had not consulted the program commit- 
tee because it was felt his place on the 
program fell within those areas not nor- 
mally approved by the Montreat com- 
mittee. (Raleigh M. Engle, chairman of 
the committee, now in Scotland, has writ- 
ten that his committee took up this mat- 
ter when it was presented to them by Felix 
B. Gear, Montreat platform director.) 

When the committee urged that the 
Gill invitation be withdrawn because of 
the publicity connected with his confirma- 
tion of the new president of the seminary, 
the acting secretary of the Board of Wom- 
en’s Work agreed to this step and called 
Dr. Gill, informing him that the Board 
of Women’s Work had not initiated the 
withdrawal action and expressing the 
hope that he might be heard at some later 
date. 


The Montreat directors declined to ap- 
prove a motion calling for an apology 
to Dr. Gill and to the church for the em- 
barrassment caused in this situation. 
There were some who interpreted the di- 
rectors’ action as recognizing an error 
on the part of the program committee in 
assuming jurisdiction in this matter, but 
feeling that it would not help matters at 
this time to offer a public apology with 
the publicity which it might stimulate. 

Activities connected with securing a 
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president for the Montreat enterprise 
were reported. No nominations appeared 
ready to be made very soon. Some trus- 
tees are urging that a qualified layman 
with business administrative experience 
be secured. The nominating committee 
was continued with the chairman, Jones 
Y. Pharr, Charlotte, N. C., resigning as 
chairman. F. L. Jackson, Davidson, N. 
C., notified the Montreat Board that he 
cannot serve as acting-president for more 
than ninety days longer. 

Under Dr. Jackson’s leadership the 
Association has bettered its financial sit- 
uation, but a considerable debt is still to 
be faced, including obligations by Mon- 
treat College. The junior college expects 
an enrollment of 125 for the coming ses- 
sion. 

Efforts will be made in a “quiet cam- 
paign” to secure $100,000 for Montreat 
needs. 


Committee Named 


A new conference and program com- 
mittee was named: J. Wayte Fulton, 
chairman; E. A. Beaty, William F. Man- 
sell, with John McSween, resigned, and 
Raleigh M. Engle, of the former com- 
mittee, replaced by David M. Currie and 
Robert A. Pfrangle. In addition, repre- 
sentatives of boards of the Assembly will 
enlarge the committee to ten members. 

The 40 trustees engaged in a two-hour 
discussion of Montreat’s entertainment 
policy in regard to Negroes (See page 8). 
The executive committee recommended 
(6-5) that the present policy be con- 
tinued whereby Negroes attending adult 
conferences could be entertained in Fel- 
lowship Hall and the cafeteria “on a 
proportionate representative basis” but, 
except for the Assembly’s Youth Council, 
at no young people’s or younger con- 
ferences. 

Efforts were made to delete the restric- 
tion of Negroes to Fellowship Hall and 
the cafeteria by reaffirming only the first 
sentence of the 1956 statement: ‘For all 
groups now coming to Montreat confer- 
ences of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., 
including meetings of the General Assem- 
bly, provision shall be made for enter- 
tainment on a non-segregated basis.” 
This was defeated 23-10. Further efforts 
were made to delete restrictions of Ne- 
groes to Fellowship Hall and the cafe- 
teria. This was supported by Frank W. 
Price, former missionary, and director of 
the Missionary Research Library, repre- 
senting the Synod of Virginia, who spoke 
in terms of the implications for World 
Missions as well as the Christian ideal. 
J. Wayte Fulton, Miami pastor, also sup- 
ported this as a gradual step in view of 
restrictions that would continue upon 


youth and younger groups. C Grier 
Davis, Asheville, N. C., pastor, pointed 
out that in many cases what was pro- 
posed was the actual policy followed and 
that it is practical as well as Christian. 
This was approved 23-14. Then a mo- 
tion was made to reconsider the step in 
order to make explicit the difference be- 
tween the policies for youth and adult 
groups, and it was voted 22-17 that seg- 
regation should prevail for young people 
and children at Montreat. It was also 
voted 23-15 that “insofar as practical 
and feasible, colored persons shall be 
encouraged to use Fellowship Hall and 
the cafeteria.” 


Tennessee Synod Gives 
Human Relations Call 


The Synod of Tennessee (U. S.) at its 
summer meeting underscored the 1958 
action of the General Assembly, declar- 
ing it to be out of accord with policies 
and the position of the church for con- 
gregations to allow the use of church 
buildings and facilities for schools in an 
effort to circumvent the decision of the 
Supreme Court. 


The synod also called upon each pres- 
bytery to establish a Human Relations 
committee. It notified its churches that 
teams composed of Negro and white per- 
sons from the synod Human Relations 
committee are available for meetings and 
discussions with groups in congregations 
and that their services may be secured 
upon request. 

The synod called for lines of commu- 
nication between the races to be kept 
open, it declared that all Christians must 
have the freedom to express their ideas 
without fear of reprisal, and it said that 
free and unrestrained opportunities for 
Christian fellowship between the races 
must be encouraged. 

The synod rescinded the 1925 action 
which required its consent before South- 
western at Memphis could place a mort- 
gage upon its property. 

A major emphasis of the synod was 
upon the Campus Christian Life program 
as it called for preparation of a capital 
funds campaign in order to provide phys- 
ical facilities in student centers. 

United Presbyterians, USA, are being 
invited, along with Cumberland Presby- 
terians in the Memphis area, to join in 
the direction and support of the program 
for students in Memphis. Memphis lead- 
ers were also authorized to explore the 
possibilities of cooperating with other de- 
nominations in a united ministry at the 
University of Tennessee medical units. 

Money to be sought for these centers 
is in terms of $150,000 from Memphis, 
$125,000 from Nashville, and approxi- 
mately $25,000 for campaign expenses. 
The effort is scheduled for 1960. 

W. M. Ford, Columbia, Tenn., pastor, 
was the synod’s Moderator. 








FROM MY 
STUDY WINDOW 


By W. B. J. MARTIN 


MONDAY @ Our Roman Catholic 
brethren, at the Council of Trent, forbade 
the setting up in churches of “pictures 
influenced by erroneous doctrine leading 
the simple-minded astray.” I sometimes 
wish that there were a Protestant Coun- 
cil to censor the pictures one finds in 
churches and Sunday school rooms. Most 
of them are so sentimental, so vapid, so 
melodramatic that they can do nothing 
but harm. Those beauty-parlor Christs 
and film-star disciples! Nothing makes 
religion more remote from everyday life 
or creates so great an impression of un- 
reality. 


TUESDAY e I have been studying the 
B.D. programs of various seminaries and 
am impressed by their range and thor- 
oughness. But I do wish that the faculties 
would rise up in wrath against the almost 
universal use of “laboratory work” and 
“preaching clinics” and “internship” to 
describe the practical work of students. 
The preparation, after all, is for partic- 
ipation in the family of the church, not 
in a scientific laboratory or a sick-ward. 
Besides, preaching has much more to do 
with art than with science. 


WEDNESDAY e [| wonder why George 
Matheson’s missionary hymn, “Gather us 
in, thou love that fillest all” has well- 
nigh disappeared from the hymn-books? 
There was a swing in theological fash- 
ion some years ago and it was dropped 
even from the Scottish Presbyterian 
hymn-book, to which George Matheson 
contributed several lovely hymns. But 
fashions change. I should not be sur- 
prised to see it come back into use now 
that our understanding of the Eternal 
Christ is becoming less provincial, and 
we are turning with new interest to St. 
John’s conviction that Christ the Eternal 
World was the “light which lighteth every 
man” and St. Paul’s view of God’s pur- 
pose as “‘to sum up all things in Christ.” 


THURSDAY ¢ John Gunther has writ- 
ten many famous books, Inside Europe, 
Inside Asia, Inside Latin America, and 
so forth, but to my mind he has written 
nothing finer than Death Be not Proud, 
a memoir of his son Johnnie who died of 
cerebral disease at the age of seventeen. 
In one of his diaries the brilliant boy 
had written, “Resolved—to do nothing 
but what I fully intend to do.” How few 
of us can measure up to that! Many of 
us do not act, we react; we do things out 
of habit or to follow a fashion, or to 
be in the swim, rather than from our own 
deep center and with the full consent of 
our personalities. 
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FRIDAY e@ I was pulled up short in 
my devotional reading this morning by 
the little word “win.” Saint Paul talks 
about “winning your soul’ and also of 
“winning Christ.” Most of us regard 
the soul as something we possess by right. 
How do we win it? And as for Christ— 
how many of us regard the Christian life 
as an opportunity to “win” him? This 
little word is going to give me something 
to think about for a long time. 


SATURDAY ¢ Although there is an as- 
sistant-minister in the church here that 
I am serving as summer-preacher, I was 
asked today by a young couple if I would 
officiate at their wedding. Why? Because 
they felt they wanted somebody over fifty 
to marry them! Father-complex? 


SUNDAY e | think it was Luther who 
said that a man ought to read the Bible 
as if it were a letter from God with his 
name and address on it. I used this com- 
ment before reading the scripture this 
morning, and it seemed to bring the con- 
gregation alive to the importance of what 
was going to happen. 


The Wedding of the 
Painted Rabbit 


The whole rabbit community was gath- 
ered at the end of the forest. Blonde, 
brunet and gray rabbits, large and small, 
were there in emergency session. Their 
public relations department was report- 
ing on what had come to be called the 
Situation Down in Montgomery. It seems 
that a playful little book by Garth Wil- 
liams called The Rabbit Wedding had 
been removed from the open shelves of 
Alabama’s public libraries. The white 
citizens’ councils down that way were 
suggesting that the book about the wed- 
ding of a black rabbit and a white rabbit 
had overtones of communism and racial 
mixing. For the humans, Emily Whee- 
lock Reed, director of the Alabama pub- 
lic library division, has spoken: “Per- 
sonally, I like the book.” So had the 
author: “It was written for children from 
two to five who will understand it per- 
fectly. It was not written for adults, who 
will not understand it because it is only 
about a soft, furry love and has no hid- 
den message of hate.” All the other ani- 
mals of the forest were called in, just 
as they had been at the time of the wed- 
ding of the black rabbit and the white 
rabbit. The members of the animals’ De- 
partment of Human Relations reported 
on their research in Alabama. They were 
mystified: ‘Humans, too, have dark hair 
and light hair.” But do they marry each 
other? “Indeed they do, and variety is 
considered an asset at the time of match- 
making.” Then what is at issue? “In 
Alabama there are those who are inse- 
cure about the color of their skin.” By 
that time the rabbits were becoming im- 
patient. Some had drifted off, two by 
two. A few lingered to pass resolutions 


—something to the effect that what the 
white citizens’ councils of Alabama were 
doing about the book was beneath the 
dignity of self-respecting rabbits—Edi- 
torial in The Christian Century. 


Over-Organized Family 

Many United Presbyterian parents fear 
that the church, plus the community, may 
be creating a whirlpool of busyness that 
will draw the family into serious trouble. 

This is one of the findings in the three- 
year family survey conducted by the 
United Presbyterian (U.S.A.) Board of 
Christian Education. 

About 1,000 parents were questioned 
as a part of the survey. A large per- 
centage of them said that both church 
and community activities scatter family 
members too much. 

The results, they said, are these: undue 
demands on time, mounting tensions, 
breakdown of communications, limited 
freedom. 

The survey shows that the problem is 
to be found in all types of communities, 
rural, urban, or suburban. 

Singled out as the chief source of dif- 
ficulty are adult-led organizations that 
enroll children and young people. The 
little leagues, church choirs, school clubs, 
P.T.A., and youth-serving agencies were 
often mentioned as the types of groups 
that contribute to the rush and confusion. 

The study, conducted by the Board of 
Christian Education, shows that family 
standards have shifted dramatically from 
the past century, when parents declared 
their authority and demanded obedience. 
Today, the results reveal, many parents 
feel unsettled and guilty about imposing 
decisions upon their offspring. 

The study includes numerous consulta- 
tions with theologians as well as repre- 
sentatives of the social and psychological 
sciences. 

Results will be used as a basis for 
helping congregations find an approach 
to Christian family education that is ap- 
propriate to their situation —UPUSA 
News Service. 
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Footnote to | Peter 1:13-18 


CONTEMPORARY MARTYRS 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


“Even if you do suffer for righteous- 
ness’ sake, you will be blessed.” 


HERE IS A DIRECT LINE be- 

tween following Christ’s example and 
suffering for righteousness’ sake. The 
people who take Christ as their guide, 
really and seriously, are not always going 
to find their reputations brighter or their 
salary-checks larger. Paul (Roman 12:2) 
puts conformity to this world as the very 
thing to be avoided by Christians; and 
since it is the world that largely blows 
reputation up or deflates it, and certainly 
the world that writes the salary checks, 
the effect of standing out against the 
world in the name and spirit of Christ 
is often some form of suffering. The 
Apostle John writes, “As he is, so are 
we in this world.” The whole New Tes- 
tament stands by Peter here. The follow- 
er of Christ will be the sufferer with 
Christ. 

Let us pass over the parodies on Chris- 
tianity that try to eliminate the whole 
ideal of following Jesus, by playing- 
down the Gospels or otherwise. It is 
said by some that the teachings of Jesus 
do not apply to the Christian church; by 
others that since Christ was divine there- 
fore he cannot possibly be an example; 
by still others that the worship of Christ 
somehow makes up for not following 
him; while others tone-down the teaching 
of Jesus till he begins to look like just 
another respectable citizen, reducing him 
to the status of peddler of platitudes. A 
wealthy and popular politician is said to 
have climaxed one of his speeches with 
the following peroration: 

“No matter what persecution this may 
cause for me, I take my stand squarely 
on the open Bible, democracy and the 
Christian home!’”’ You can’t get much 
persecution in that gentleman’s state on 
those grounds, especially if by democracy 
you mean democracy for white people 
only. 


OMEONE MAY OBJECT: “The 

reason most Christians are not perse- 
cuted in this day and time is not what 
you think. In the wicked old Roman Em- 
pire, Christians stood out, they were dif- 
ferent, and so were persecuted. The 
same under the tyrannical church of the 
middle ages. The same under godless 
communism. But not in America, because 
America is a Christian nation. Our peo- 
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ple, in the church and out, are ‘sold on 
the idea’ of the Golden Rule and loving 
everybody. Christians are not made to 
suffer in our society, because our society 
is Christian.” 

Not quite, not by a long way. Two spe- 
cific areas can be pointed out, where men 
and women today, Presbyterians among 
others, are actually persecuted and do 
suffer, for trying to be Christian all the 
way. One is the area of race. What about 
applying the Golden Rule here? What 
about giving every person the same op- 
portunities regardless of race? What 
about treating people as you would like 
to be treated ? 

Little Rock, Ark., and Columbus, 
Georgia, have made headlines; but they 
are not the only places in America where 
Christian ministers, and Christian busi- 
ness men too, have suffered because they 
followed Christ in the area of race rela- 
tions. One Presbyterian elder has writ- 
ten a fine book on the subject, Southern 
Heritage*—a heritage which he shares. 
He says he has been written off by most 
of his neighbors as a “d ... fool.” No 
man can quite laugh that off. 

One of the most subtle forms of suf- 
fering is to be despised by people whose 
goodwill one would cherish. Jesus knew 
this to the full, and it brought him to 
tears. Fool, trouble-maker, rabble-rouser, 
nigger-lover—these are some of the print- 
able epithets. When a whole community 
ties these tags to a man’s reputation, it 
hurts. 

And they will continue to be tied on, 
for some time yet perhaps. For America- 
at-large is not “sold on” the Golden 
Rule if the words “men” and “them” 
in that great saying of our Lord, are held 
to mean everybody. 


F piece ge WAY of blackening a 
person’s reputation, and so making 
him suffer, is a little harder to define. 
In general, it is the charge of being un- 
patriotic, or un-American. The sting of 
that epithet is that the person so labeled 
is supposed to be an enemy of his neigh- 
bors, a sort of first cousin to a foreign 
spy, a traitor to the true Americans who 


give him this bad reputation. He becomes 
(if the name-callers get their way) a man 
not to be trusted, a shifty character whose 
real hope is the downfall of his own 
country. 


There are such people. But many who 
are put into that class and publicly pil- 
loried are being literally persecuted for 
righteousness’ sake. On my desk at this 
moment is a large pamphlet distributed 
from a northern city, entitled, Recognize 
Red China? being an “exposé” of the 
world order study conference at Cleve- 
land in 1958. It attacks the members of 
that conference, name by name, listing 
organizations to which they have be- 
longed, some twenty years ago or more, 
and up to the present. The effort is 
to show that these people are really 
communists or communist sympathizers. 
The method of the pamphlet is to assume 
that whenever an American has shown 
publicly any interest in anything that 
presumably interests communists, or Rus- 
sians—or Christians, the conclusion must 
be that he is a communist or would like 
to be. 


This writer personally knows a number 
of the people here attacked; and it 
amounts to a roll of honor. Here are 
people (including, by the way, former 
Moderators of both U.S. and U.S.A. Pres- 
byterian General Assemblies) who are, 
to the writer’s knowledge, both good 
Christians and good Presbyterians, who 
are undergoing slander for righteousness’ 
sake. The mere fact that one has been 
or is a pacifist, or is a Quaker, or has 
been in favor of abolishing the poll tax, 
or has been opposed to nuclear warfare, 
or has been a friend of Bishop Oxnam, 
or criticized the McCarran immigration 
law, is held to be damning evidence. 


T IS ALL VERY WELL to think 

Christian; but if one dares to speak 
Christian, someone is on hand to throw 
mud. The mind of this world is not con- 
formed to the mind of Christ; and it is 
not going to make it easy for Christians 
who do some Christian thinking outside 
the walls of the church. We honor the 
martyrs of long ago; let us not forget 
the martyrs of our own days, in our own 
churches. 





*James McBride Dabbs of Mayesville, 
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McNeill-Columbus Case 


SALARY PAYMENT IS EXTENDED 


Latest development in connection with 
the Robert B. McNeill-Southwest Geor- 
gia Presbytery case (OUTLOOK, June 29) 
is a unanimous action by the commission 
of the presbytery removing all limitations 
of time fixed for paying the salary and 
allowances for Mr. McNeill by the First 
church of Columbus. 

The commission explains that this was 
done because of the heart attack suffered 
by Mr. McNeill on June 10. Earlier it 
had provided that his salary and allow- 
ances should continue until Sept. 1 at the 
latest. 

Mr. McNeill has accepted a call to 
become associate pastor of the Bream 
Memorial church (2,382 members), 
Charleston, W. Va., effective in Septem- 
ber. 

The commission has also reiterated an 
earlier action calling for all members and 
officers serving in the organizational 
structure of the church to continue to 
serve in their present capacities. 


Published Statement 

The presbytery has now provided an 
eight-page statement of the findings of 
the commission in actions beginning last 
November 11. This statement emphasizes 
as one of its major points that the opposi- 
tion to Mr. McNeill “has stemmed pri- 
marily from his efforts to relate the gos- 
pel of Jesus Christ to the current racial 
problem in our Southland.” It points to 
other issues over which difficulties have 
arisen, but, it says, ““The racial issue is 
at the root of the present difficulty. Both 
minister and officers have made observa- 
tions which support this conclusion.” 

It was in connection with this state- 
ment that the commission dissolved the 
session and assumed jurisdiction of the 
church’s affairs. Mr. McNeill was made 
an evangelist. These actions, the com- 
mission said, “represent the first of sev- 
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eral stages which presbytery’s judicial 
commission deems necessary in a step-by- 
step solution toward the final restoration 
of peace and unity and purity in the life 
of the church. This directive should be 
interpreted as a call to repentance and 
prayer on the part of officers and mem- 
bers and minister alike.” 

On June 2 of this year the second step 
was taken when the pastoral relationship 
was dissolved because “the interests of 
religion imperatively demand it.” 


By the Chairman 

On this latter date the chairman of the 
commission, Frank C. King, Valdosta 
pastor, read the statement which has been 
widely publicized across the nation, which 
Mr. King says has been misinterpreted. 
The full statement of the chairman as 
printed is as follows: 


“Those who accept the Presbyterian sys- 
tem of government are convinced that it 
is Scriptural. They believe also that it 
is democratic and representative. In a 
representative form of government or in 
a representative group there are differ- 
ing minds and different backgrounds; 
hence, different conclusions. No final de- 
cision or action of a group will completely 
satisfy everyone; what is fully desired is 
practically never achieved. However, it 
must be realized that lasting progress does 
not come by leaps but by inches. 


“The ministry of Mr. McNeill in this 
church during the past six and a half 
years has been noteworthy. His leader- 
ship has given to this congregation a 
timely dignity. The church has served its 
priestly function in the community by 
ministering to the many needs of the hu- 
man family; as a witnessing entity, it has 
declared the requirements of the Kingdom 
of God. Your stewardship attainments 
just a few years ago were observed 
throughout our Presbyterian General As- 
sembly. In all of these areas of the life 
of the church, Mr. McNeill has been at 
the center. He is to be commended and 
you are to be congratulated. 


“In his place here Mr. McNeill has ful- 
filled a prophetic role with forthright 
clarity. His fearless voice has been in 
the fine spirit of ‘Thus saith the Lord.’ 
His brilliant sermons, with their incisive 
analysis of present-day situations, have 
attracted comment over a wide radius. His 
responsibility has been to speak, and yours 
has been to hear. His task has been to 
lead, and yours has been to follow. The 
time has now come when, what has been 
the voice of the pulpit, should also become 
the voice of the people of the church as a 
witnessing whole—a strengthening of the 
sense of divine mission of all church 
groups. This leading, through united 
church groups, calls for a ministry where 
the emphasis is from a united church in- 
stead of from its pulpit alone. There has 
fallen on you a mantle and you must now 
wear it—with devotion to God, with per- 
sonal sacrifice if necessary, with meekness 
and charity, and with the resolve to do 
the will of Almighty God in your own 
lives, in this your church, and in this com- 
munity. If you accept the challenge now 
before you, you may well hear the words 
of our Lord—‘Well done, good and faith- 





ful servant.’ If you fail to accept the chal- 
lenge as Christians and members of this 
church, only God himself knows what the 
result will be.” 


Reconciliation Steps 
Are Urged in Missouri 


In the Presbyterian, U. S., Synod of 
Missouri, meeting recently in joint ses- 
sion with the UPUSA body at Linden- 
wood College, the report of the Christian 
Relations Committee carried forward the 
emphasis on reconciliation from the Gen- 
eral Assembly’s report of this year. The 
Missouri paper applied the theme to the 
situations near at hand. 

In recommendations adopted by the 
synod, pastors were urged to preach a 
series of sermons on the topics included 
in the report on reconciliation and to 
take definite steps toward exercising a 
ministry of reconciliation in communities 
where they are serving. 

A communication was sent to the Board 
of Church Extension urging the aboli- 
tion of a separate Department of Negro 
Work and the incorporation of its re- 
sponsibilities fully into the Division of 
Home Missions. 

In an effort to emphasize the family 
altar and regular family worship, the 
Board of Christian Education was urged 
to study the possibility of developing 
materials that will be usable by a wider 
age-range and slanted toward the young- 
er age level. 

In an open letter (OUTLOOK cover, 
July 13) the synod expressed its concern 
at efforts to restrict ministers in preach- 
ing on vital social issues of the day and 
took its stand for a free pulpit. 

The synod has studies underway in 
regard to problems of older persons in 
relation to the church and its program. 
It is expected that several homes will be 
established in cooperation with the UP- 
USA synod. 

In a joint business session with the 
UPUSA synod, the 18 different kinds of 
cooperative work between the two bodies 
were presented, although action on the 
report was taken later in separate meet- 
ings. A brochure describing the work al- 
ready being done jointly by the two syn- 
ods was presented and it is planned that 
this be made available for wider distri- 
bution. Further cooperation is being 
sought in areas of larger parishes, Chris- 
tian education and men’s work. There 
is also a plan calling for the realignment 
of presbyteries so that they will corre- 
spond in area and program as far as 
possible throughout the two synods. 

Stuart H. Salmon of Overland was 
succeeded as Moderator by John Pritch- 
ard, a ruling elder of Liberty, Mo. John 
S. McMullen, Columbia pastor, was 
made Moderator-in-nomination. Next 
year’s meeting, it is thought, will be held 
in Columbia. 
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BIBLE PRESBYTERIANS ATTACK 
MODERATOR 


HE Bible Presbyterian Reporter, or- 
gan of the Covenant or St. Louis 
branch of the church that divided from 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN 


At their general assembly in Atlanta, 
the Southern Presbyterian Church (Pres- 
byterian Church, U.S.) took another 
great stride away from the Bible and the 
Westminster Standards by honoring with 
the office of Moderator one of its most 
outspoken liberals—a man who ridicules 
the doctrine of the verbal inspiration of 
the Bible and the doctrine of hell—a man 
who has not the slightest hesitation in 
comparing Jehovah with Hitler. 

This man is Dr. Ernest Trice Thomp- 
son, professor of theology* at his church's 
seminary in Richmond, Virginia. In a 
series of lectures at another Southern 
Presbyterian Seminary (Columbia, in At- 
lanta) Dr. Thompson declared that the 
“traditional view of Biblical inerrancy 
has been generally abandoned.” He then 
proceeded to give six reasons why people 
have lost confidence in the Bible. Among 
these were: ‘The seeming irrelevance of 
much of its teachings to the concrete real- 
ities of our modern world,” “the moral 
difficulties” and “the low ethical stand- 
ards of the Old Testament.” Under this 
last heading Thompson actually com- 
pared Jehovah of the Old Testament to 
Adolph Hitler: “In the Old Testament 
God commanded the Israelites to exter- 
minate the Canaanites somewhat as Hit- 
ler sought to exterminate the Jews!’ 





; *Error: Church History.—Eds. 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES—Up to 30 words for $3.00 (mini- 

mum per insertion.) Ten cents for each 
additional word and initial, including ad- 
dress. Payment must accompany all orders. 
DISCOUNT for 3 insertions, 10%; @ inser- 
tions, 15%, 12 insertions, 20%. 


HELP WANTED 


NEEDED: Registered nurses for 80-bed 

Presbyterian Hospital located in beau- 
tiful summer resort region of Blue Ridge 
mountains in northwestern North Caro- 
lina. Hospital fully accredited. New 100 
bed hospital under construction. If in- 
terested, write Mrs. Elizabeth Nelson, R.N., 
Director of Nurses, Grace Hartley Memo- 
rial Hospital, Banner Elk, N. C. 

















CAMPSITE DIRECTOR and wife for chal- 

lenging, developing work in Home Mis- 
sion area. Desire “youngish” retired 
couple (early 60’s) with moderate inde- 
pendent income. Offer living quarters and 
utilities—and a place where you will be 
needed and appreciated. Reply to Box 
F-18, c/o Presbyterian Outlook. 








FOR SALE 





FOR SALE. MONTREAT, N. C. “Hutton 
Cottage,” 4 bedrooms, 2% baths, den, 
living, dining, kitchen, 2 car garage with 
servants quarters. Choice location. Write: 
Mrs, C. S. Sentell, Minden, La. 
TRAVEL 
NOW! EUROPEAN-PALESTINE TOUR IN 
1960, including MIDDLE EAST AND 
PASSION PLAY, with experienced conduc- 
tor and reliable travel bureau. Rev. Lester 
K. Welch, 326 Hamilton Street, N. W., 
Washington, D. C. 
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the Collingswood Bible Presbyterians two 
years ago, recently published the follow- 
ing article: 


CHURCH’S NEW MODERATOR 


Thompson quoted a number of rank 
unbelievers with approval, but ridiculed 
Calvin. He exaggerated the results of a 
“literal” interpretation of the Bible with- 
out stating the other side of the problem 
at all. He said we need more Bible teach- 
ing, but that the idea that God was some- 
how near to those who wrote the scrip- 
tures in a way in which he is not near 
to us at the present time is “a childish 
notion”’! 

The point of these lectures by Dr. 
Thompson was to prove that the doctrine 
of the verbal inspiration of the Bible is 
actually driving people away from the 
Bible.*. Apparently the professor himself 
has been driven away from the Bible, 
for in one of his later articles* he ad- 
vocates a doctrine of hell which makes it 
only a place of probation or, at most, 
extermination. 

This is the theological position of the 
man honored by Southern Presbyterians 
with the highest position of leadership in 
their church. 

—Dnr. PrESON P. PHILLIPs, 


1Presbyterian Outlook ; Feb. 11, 1952; 
_ Presbyterian Journal ; Jan. ms 1952; 


Pp. 
oHell? Everlasting?” Presbyterian Outlook; 
Oct. 6, 1952; p. 7 


Dr. Thompson Comments 


Asked to comment on these charges, 
Dr. Thompson wrote, while attending the 
World Presbyterian gathering in Brazil, 
as follows: 

“The pamphlet from which Mr. Phil- 
lips has drawn his conclusions is in print 
and available for anyone who cares to 
read it. Even a cursory reading of this 
pamphlet should make it clear that Mr. 
Phillips has failed to understand the pur- 
pose of my article and has misinterpreted 
my position. In fact, he has attributed 
to me points of view which I ascribe to 
others and which I attempt in my article 
to refute.” 

The pamphlet in question, The Bible 
for Today, is a PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
reprint. It has been circulated in large 
quantities in recent years and has been 
found helpful by many teachers of the 
Bible. 


(The Bible for Today is provided at 10¢, 20 
copies for $1 or $4 per 100.) 


ee. © 

IF WE cannot base the future on coop- 
eration, we perish, for all the great 

demands laid on us for the making of a 

new world have cooperation at their cen- 

ter—E. STANLEY JONEs. 


FRESH PECAN HALVES 


Year after year for over 28 years— 
Organizations make money selling our Pound 
Boxes Jumbo Pecan Halves. Season starts 
Nov. 10. We prepay shipments. You pay us 
when sold. Write 


SULLIVAN PECAN CO. 





Crestview, Fla. 








¥ Belhaven is the college for YOU. . 


BECAUSE it is small, student and 
faculty relationships are close 
and friendly. 

BECAUSE it is a Christian school, 
it offers the best atmosphere 
for intellectual growth. 


WRITE FOR NEW CATALOG 





Belhaven College 


A Four-Year Coeducational College Owned by 


JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 


McFerran Crowe, President 


the Synod of Mississippi 











PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Division of Consolidated Presbyterian College of Synod of N. C. 


Educational excellence for our 
most valuable asset—our youth. 


Louis C. LaMotte, President 


Maxton, North Carolina 











Presbyterian @ Coeducational 


log and illustrated booklet. 
R. T. L. LISTON. President. 


KING COLLEGE 


@ Founded 1867 

Sound liberal education under vigorous Christian influences. Fully 
accredited. Four-year liberal arts. sciences, business, education. 
FOUR TYPES OF SCHOLARSHIPS: (1) Competitive, (2) Academie, 
(3) Grant in Aid. (4) Remunerative Work. 145-acre campus. Athletics. 
Dormitories. Summer session. Board, room, and tuition, $1,037. Cata- 


Box P. Bristol. Tenn. 











QUEENS 





COLLEGE 


CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 


A liberal arts program especially planned for women students 
A.B., B.S., and B.Mus. degrees ... full accreditation 
Presbyterian Church affiliation 


EDWIN R. WALKER, President 
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Does Your Worship—Education—Presentation Quantity-purchase 


money-saving offer 


(or other) Committee Know That 


Now Is the Time to Provide RSV Bibles for Church Pews, Class Rooms and Pulpit 


— and for Members of the Junior Department (and/or others) 


During the past year or more we have been interested to see how many churches are providing 
presentation copies of the RSV Bible for children and young people in their church. A Florida church 
has ordered 250 copies for its pews. Practices vary. Some give Bibles: 


eee eee eee ewer eee eee ee eeeeseeee 


Se 


—To all children who join the church. 
—To all boys and girls going into the Junior Department. 
—To all Pioneers. 





—To all Church School departments for use in the department. 


Regardless of your practice, if you need RSV Bibles in quantity, we can help you. Some of our 
orders for Presentation Copies have run like this: 


23 copies #3807, Black leather, large type—with names in gold on cover (50¢ extra) 

60 copies +2803, Black flexible, illustrated 24 copies +2801, Text-Pew, cloth 

56 copies #2800, Blue cloth, illus. 40 copies #3800, Maroon buckram, large type 
Hundreds and hundreds of copies of #2803 and +2800 (the most popular presentation editions). 


We can supply you with these and other popular editions of the RSV Bible as shown on the order 
blank below. If you send in your order at once, to the address below, we can give you speedy service. 





—_— ee ee ee ee ee ee ee eS ee ee ee ee me me me ee me me me me 
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OUTLOOK BOOK SERVICE, 512 E. Main Street, Richmond 19, Va. 


Please send me the RSV Bibles in the quantities checked below. POSTAGE PAID when payment 
accompanies order. IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT.* No tax. 


1-3 4-19 20-99 100 or 
copies copies copies more 
____. #3807, Black genuine leather, large type $ 10.00 $ 7.97 $ 7.47 $ 7.37 
____ #3800, Maroon buckram, large type 6.50 5.47 5.15 4.97 
____ #2800, Blue cloth, illustrated 3.25 2.75 2.59 2.53 
____. #2803, Black sturdite, flexible, illus. 3.50 2.97 2.79 2.73 
____. #2813, Black sturdite, flexible, illus., helps 3.75 3.10 2.99 2.91 
_____. #2801, Text-Pew Bible, black cloth 3.00 2.55 2.50 2.34 
____. #4807X, Black leather, India paper, center col. ref. & 
Concordance, 1%” thick 12.50 10.63 9.97 9.37 
_____. #4807XR, Red genuine leather, otherwise same as 
4807X, 1%” thick 12.50 10.63 9.97 9.37 
_____. #4808X, Black cowhide, semi-overlapping covers, 
center col. ref. & Concordance, 13/16” thick 17.50 14.87 13.97 13.47 
___. #4868X, Black Morocco, semi-overlapping covers, 
center col. ref. & Concordance, 13/16” thick 22.50 19.12 17.97 17.47 


Orders may combine editions to earn quantity prices, above. (Example: An order for 19 copies #2803 and 1 copy +4868X, 
a total of 20 copies, would take the following price: 19 #2803 @ $2.79 each; 1 #4868X @ $17.97.) 
*All shipments immediate, except last four editions listed—available September 30, 1959. 























Send to: NAME ADDRESS. 

CITY & ZONE STATE 
CHURCH Order sent in by 
Payment enclosed: $ ; or, send the bill to 
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WORKING AGAINST GOD 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for September 6, 1959 
The Book of Obadiah. Printed Text vss. 1-4, 10-15 


The Book of Obadiah is the shortest 
book in the Old Testament, and to some 
may seem the book of least spiritual 
value. It is a prophecy of doom upon 
Edom because of its overweening pride 
and bitter hatred of Judah (vss. 1-14) 
and of the restoration of Israel and the 
universal rule of the Lord (vss. 15-21). 
“It speaks no word of sin, or of right- 
eousness, or of mercy, but only doom 
upon Edom in bitter resentment of his 
cruelties and in exultation that, as he 
has helped to disinherit Israel, Israel 
shall disinherit him,” wrote George 
Adam Smith in his Book of the Twelve 
Prophets. “Such a book among the 
prophets surprises us. It seems but a 
dark surge staining the stream of revela- 
tion, as if to exhibit through what a 
muddy channel these sacred waters have 
been poured upon the world. Is the book 
only an outbreak of Israel’s selfish pa- 
triotism?” This is the question we shall 
have to consider. 

Nothing is known of the author save 
his name, which means “Servant of the 
Lord,” it was apparently a common one 
in ancient Israel. The book took its pres- 
ent form probably in the middle of the 
5th century B.C. 

The Edomites, against whom the 
prophets words are directed, were the de- 
scendants of Esau as the Israelites were 
of his brother Jacob. Throughout their 
history the two peoples, despite their 
blood relationships, were implacable en- 
emies. As George Adam Smith writes: 

“The rest of Israel’s enemies rose and 
fell like waves: Canaanites were suc- 
ceeded by Philistines, Philistines by Syr- 
ians, Syrians by Greeks. Tyrant relin- 
quished his grasp of God’s people to 
tyrant: Egyptian, Assyrian, Babylonian, 
Persian, the Seleucids, the Ptolemies. But 
Edom was always there, ‘and fretted his 
anger forever’ (Amos 1:2). From that 
far back day when their ancestors wres- 
tled in the womb of Rebekah to the very 
eve of the Christian era when a Jewish 
king dragged the Idumeans (or Edomites) 
beneath the yoke of the Law, the two 
people scorned, hated and scourged each 
other, with a relentlessness that finds no 
analogy between kindred and neighbor- 
ing nations anywhere else in history. 
About 1030 (B.C.) David, about 130 (B.C.) 
the Hasmoneans (Judah’s latter-day 
rulers) were equally at war with Edom; 
and few are the prophets between these 
dates who do not cry for vengeance 
against him or exult in his overthrow. 
The Book of Obadiah is singular in this 
that it contains nothing else than such 
feelings and such cries.” 


I. The Judgment of Edom, 1-14 
“The vision of Obadiah. 
Thus says the Lord God concerning 
Edom: 
We have heard tidings from the Lord, 
and a messenger has been sent among 
the nations, 
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‘Rise up! let us rise against her for 
battle.’” (vs. 1) 


The reference here is probably to a coali- 
tion of Arab tribes banded against Edom. 
The message continues: 
“Behold I will make you small among 
the nations, 
you shall be utterly despised.” 


This judgment was pronounced at a 
time when Edom felt secure in her moun- 
tain fastnesses. 

In George Adam Smith’s elegant de- 
scription: 


“The purple mountains, into which the 
wild sons of Esau clambered, run out from 
Syria upon the desert, some hundred miles 
by twenty of porphyry and red sandstone. 
They are said to be the finest rock scene 
in the world. ‘Salvator Rosa never con- 
ceived so savage and so suitable a haunt 
for banditti.’ From Mount Hor, which is 
their summit, you look down upon a maze 
of mountains, cliffs, chasms, rocky shelves 
and strips of valley. On the East the range 
is but the crested edge of a high, cold 
plateau, covered for the most part by 
stones, but with stretches of corn land 
and scattered woods. The western walls, 
on the contrary, spring steep and bare, 
black and red, from the yellow of the 
desert ‘Arabah.’ The interior is reached 
by cliffs, so narrow that two horsemen 
may scarcely ride abreast, and the sun 
is shut out by the overhanging rocks. 
Eagles, hawks and other mountain birds 
fly screaming around the traveler. Little 
else than wild fowl’s nests are the vil- 
lages; human eyries perched on high 
shelves or hidden away in caves at the 
end of the deep gorges. There is abun- 
dance of water. The gorges are filled with 
tamarisks, oleanders, and wild figs. Be- 
sides the wheat lands on the eastern 
plateaus, the wider defiles hold fertile 
fields and terraces for the vines. Mount 
Esau is therefore no mere citadel with 
supplies for a limited siege, but a well- 
stocked, well-watered country, full of food 
and lusty men, yet lifted so high and 
locked so fast by precipice and slippery 
mountain, that it calls for little trouble 
of defence.” 


Here in her mountain fastnesses Edom 
felt herself perfectly secure—the great 
desideratum of all nations, ancient or 
modern. But Edom had reckoned with- 
out thought of the Lord of history: 

“The pride of your heart has deceived 

you, 

you who live in the clefts of the rock, 

whose dwelling is high, 

who say in your heart, 

‘Who will bring me down to the ground?’ 

Though you soar aloft like the eagle, 

though your nest is set among the stars, 

thence I will bring you down, 

says the Lord.” (vss. 3-4) 

In vs. 5 Obadiah points up the ex- 
tremities to which the proud nation will 
be reduced. Robbers steal only what they 
can carry away; grape gatherers do not 
completely strip the vines. In contrast 
Edom’s despoilers will leave nothing 
(vss. 5-6). 


Verses 7-9 describe an overthrow of 
Edom which may be regarded as a ful- 
fillment of the previous prediction. She 
had been deceived not only by her false 
sense of security, the impregnable de- 
fences which no enemy it was thought 
could overcome, but by the allies in whom 
she put her trust. 

“All your allies have deceived you, 

They have driven you to the border.” 

(7a) 

Beyond the borders of your own land 
is the meaning. The judgment to which 
Obadiah refers took place in the sixth 
and fifth centuries B.C. when Arabian 
warriors who had once been Edom’s allies 
in raids on Judah (Ps. 83:6) drove the 
Edomites completely out of their former 
territory, compelling them to settle in- 
stead in Southern Judah. 

“Your confederates have prevailed 

against you; 

Your trusted friends have set a trap 

under you— 

there is no understanding of it.” (7b) 
That is, the Edomites were too fatuous 
to realize what was going on—how they 
were being deceived, until it was too 
late. The Edomites it seemed had a repu- 
tation for shrewdness. But the shrewd 
men had been duped, the wise men had 
been thrown into confusion. The people 
noted for their sharpness had been over- 
reached: Worldly wisdom which left God 
out of account proved to be no wisdom. 


“Will I not on that day, says the Lord, 
destroy the wise men out of Edom, 
and understanding out of Mount Esau? 
And your mighty men shall be dis- 

mayed, O Teman, 

so that every man from Mount Esau will 
be cut off by slaughter.” (vss. 8-9) 


Il. Grounds for Judgment, 10-14 


The grounds for the divine judgment 
on Israel the prophet finds was Edom’s 
treatment of Judah: 

“For the violence done to your brother 

Jacob, 
shame shall cover you, 
and you shall be cut off for ever.” (vs. 
10) 
The event or series of events to which 
the prophet alludes, it becomes clear, was 
the attitude of the Edomites toward the 
Jews when Jerusalem was destroyed by 
the Babylonians. In his strictures the 
prophet builds to a climax neutrality, as- 
sistance of Judah’s enemies, rejoicing in 
her destruction, plundering and treacher- 
ous slaughter of the refugees: 

“On the day that you stood aloof, 

on the day that strangers carried off his 

wealth, 

and foreigners entered his gates, 

and cast lots for Jerusalem, 

you were like one of them.” 

Like one of them means you gave them 
your assistance. This statement is cor- 
roborated by 1 Esdras 4:45 where we 
read that the Edomites took an active part 
with the Babylonians in the invasion 
and plundering of Judah, which reached 
its climax in the destruction of Jerusalem 
in 587 B.C. 
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In vss. 12-14 there follows a striking 
series of reproaches, particularly if read 
in the Rsv:— 

“But you should not have gloated over 

the day of your brother... 

You should not have looted his goods. . . 

You should not have stood at the part- 
ing of the ways to cut off his fugi- 
tives; 

You should not have delivered up his 
survivors (to be sold into slavery) 
in the day of distress.” 

lll. The Day of the Lord, 15-21 

In the second section of the prophecy 
Obadiah looks beyond the judgment of 
Edom to the great day of the Lord, when 
God’s character would be vindicated in 
the punishment of the wicked and the 
exaltation of the righteous. 

“The day of the Lord is near upon 
all nations,” he announces—not upon 
Edom merely, but upon all nations; “As 
you have done, it shall be done to you, 
your deeds shall return on your own 
head.” In the first part of vs. 16 it is 
generally agreed that the prophet is ad- 
dressing Israel: “For as you (Israel) 
have drunk (the cup of God’s wrath) 
upon my holy mountain (Jerusalem) all 
the nations round about shall drink; they 
shall drink and stagger, and shall be as 
though they had not been.” 

For the nations other than Israel, Oba- 
diah saw no hope; but “in Mount Zion 
there shall be those that escape.” They 
are those who shall serve the Lord and 
keep his name alive. Jerusalem therefore 
shall become a holy city. And as Oba- 
diah saw it they should once again pos- 
sess their former territory, and also that 
of the people who had once been their 





neighbors (particularly the Edomites, 
who will be extinguished from the earth) 
(vss. 18-20). Saviors, like the judges of 
old, shall go up to Mount Zion (Jerusa- 
lem) and rule the territory once dom- 
inated by Mount Esau, and the kingdom 
shall be the Lord’s, that is, it shall not 
exist in and for itself, but only that God’s 
will may be done in the whole of its life. 
Obadiah’s Abiding Truth 

Does such a message have any abiding 
spiritual value? Any lesson for our own 
time? As suggested by Norman Lang- 
ford in The Interpreter’s Bible the text 
does bring home to us: 

1. The Insecurity of Nations: The ex- 
perience of Edom has been duplicated 
over and over again by nations large and 
small, throughout human history. A na- 
tion considers itself secure against in- 
vasion because of the supposed impreg- 
nability of its defences and because of 
the strength of its alliances. In the end 
its defences prove far from being im- 
pregnable, and its allies of today prove 
to be its enemies of the morrow. 

“It is of course the responsibility of 
statesmen to take thought for the safety 
of the people whom they serve and to 
carry out whatever reasonable projects 
may help to protect the nation from harm. 
The idea of invulnerability, however, is 
a delusion. ... There are historical forces 
operative in the world which make the 
position of any nation, however strong 
it may appear, actually precarious. Oba- 
diah is therefore peculiarly fitting as a 
prophetic utterance which every power- 
ful, wealthy, and well established nation 
does well to heed.” 

2. God's Action in History. Obadiah 
sees God acting in history. Edom’s own 








TEACHING 
Sunday school 
is exciting! 


It is exciting — and humbling — 
to teach the things that really 
count — to watch faces light up 
to new understanding of eternal 
truths — to help each pupil learn 
and grow through spiritual ex- 
periences that meet his individ- 
val needs—to face questions and 
doubts and together seek truth 
through the Word of God. 


A challenge so exciting, so humbling, demands one’s 
best — and the best teaching materials available. 
Guides for teachers provided through Our Presby- 
terian Literature give direction to creative teaching. 





BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
BOX 1176, RICHMOND 9, VIRGINIA 
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allies will despoil her, Judah in the end 
will possess her territory. And yet as 
Obadiah sees it, it is God who brings 
her down. There is no miracle involved. 
Perhaps Obadiah means that there are 
moral forces which in the end bring their 
own retribution on nations as well as on 
individuals. If we really knew why em- 
pires fall and nations go into decline per- 
haps we could say as Obadiah said to 
Edom, you should not have so treated 
your fellow man, here, and here, and 
here. 

Edom it would seem was not the orig- 
inal wrongdoer. It was Babylon rather 
than Edom that sacked Jerusalem. But 
in the hour of decision, when one must 
take sides, Edom first stood aloof, and 
then joined her despoilers. Langford 
speaks of her as “The guilty bystander.” 
There are too many such in our present 
world. On them too the judgment will 
fall. 

3. The Coming of God’s Kingdom. 
Obadiah saw not only that God would 
punish evil doing but also that he would 
in the end establish his righteous reign 
in the earth. “Saviors shall go up to 
Mount Zion to rule Mount Esau: and the 
kingdom shall be the Lord’s.” Obadiah 
may seem to some to have been only a 
narrow nationalist. Edom, Israel’s an- 
cient enemy, will be destroyed; and Is- 
rael will add Edom’s territory to her own. 
But there is more to it than that. Israel 
too has drunk the wine of God’s wrath. 
Only a remnant has escaped. They have 
learned their lesson. Jerusalem has be- 
come a holy city. Edom through its his- 
tory has been the enemy of God’s people. 
Edom therefore must finally be destroyed. 
Israel shall then extend her beneficient 
sway over Edom’s former territory. But 
Israel’s final victory means the triumph 
of the right, for the Kingdom shall be the 
Lord’s. 

Obadiah could picture the future only 
in terms of his own day. In many ways 
he was a man of his times. As Profes- 
sor Watson writes in the Abingdon Bible 
Commentary: 

“|... eyes were too full of tears to see, 
his heart too bitter to tell, that the hea- 
then must be included in God’s purposes 
of mercy, but he did believe that, in spite 
of all appearances, God is sovereign and 
ultimately the kingdom must be the 
Lord’s. What this prophet saw with such 
conviction and yet so imperfectly finds its 
fulfillment in Christ and his kingdom— 
a kingdom without geographical limits or 
racial distinctions, a kingdom to be won, 
not by the physical destruction of his 
enemies, but by the power of love. Oba- 
diah was a long way from the spirit which 
could pray, ‘Father, forgive them; for 
they know not what they do,’ but he was 
on the way, and hence this little book, 
in spite of its narrow nationalism, finds 
a place in the unfolding revelation of 
70d.” 

Lesson theme and scripture copyrighted by the Divi- 


sion of Education, National Council of Churches  Scrip- 
ture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 











“We can't do without Dr. Thompson's 
S. S. lessons.““—Mrs. Frank Thompson, 
Greensboro, N. C. 
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God’s Concern for All People 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for September 13, 1959 
Lesson Text: Jonah 3:1-2, 10; 4:1-11 


Nowhere in the Old Testament is 
God’s concern for all people set forth 
more clearly than in the Book of Jonah. 


1. Jonah’s First Commission, 1-2 

1. Jonah’s Disobedience, 1:1-3. We 
read in 2 Kings 14:25 and in Jonah 1:1 
that Jonah was the son of Amittai, a 
native of Gath-Hepher, a town of lower 
Galilee, three miles from Nazareth. He 
exercised his prophetic office during the 
reign of Jeroboam II, who was the strong- 
est and most successful king to reign 
over Israel after the death of David and 
Solomon. He restored the border of Is- 
rael from the entrance of Hamath (in 
the far North) unto the Sea of Arabah 
(in the distant South), so that his king- 
dom was once more almost as extensive 
and prosperous as that of David. The 
prophet who inspired this expansion, who 
put the stamp of God’s approval upon it, 
was Jonah. He comes before us, there- 
fore, at the start as an ardent national- 
ist, a man of great patriotic zeal, a “one 
hundred per cent” Israelite. 

To this man, Jonah, the super-patriot, 
came God’s word, saying, “Arise, go to 
Nineveh that great city, and cry against 
it, for their wickedness is come up before 
me.” No other prophet ever received such 
a commission, ever felt impelled to speak 
God’s message to men of another land. 
The commission did not appeal to Jonah. 
The more he thought about it, the more 
reluctant he was to go. Nineveh was the 
capital of Assyria, and Assyria was the 
cruelest nation in antiquity. In Jonah’s 
day it was the mightiest nation in the 
world; it was beginning to extend its 
tentacles westward, and men like Amos 
(a contemporary of Jonah) saw that it 
was only a question of time when Israel 
should be crushed by its power. 

Jonah determined to run away. Nin- 
eveh was northeast of Gath-Hepher; Jo- 
nah went southwest to Joppa and bought 
a ticket to Tarshish, a town at the west- 
ern end of the Mediterranean in Spain. It 
was the last stopping point on the line. 
To voyagers of that day, it was the end 
of the world. Jonah thought that if he 
went to Tarshish he would get away from 
God’s voice that kept urging him to go to 
Nineveh. It was a strange notion, but 
many others have sought to do the same 
thing. There are more ways than one of 
running away from God, more ways than 
one to stifle that still small voice that 
speaks within our hearts. 

2. Jonah’s Punishment, 1: 4-17. The 
boat had not gone far when a great storm 
lashed the sea into fury. The sailors were 
afraid, and every man cried unto his god, 
every man, that is, but Jonah, who was 
asleep in his cabin. The captain of the 


AUGUST 24, 1959 





ship felt that every prayer was needed. 
He awoke Jonah and said, “What mean- 
est thou, O sleeper? Arise, call upon thy 
God, if so be that God will think upon 
us, that we perish not.” When their 
united prayers were not answered they 
cast lots (equivalent to flipping a coin) 
to see who was responsible for their mis- 
fortune, and the lot fell upon Jonah. In 
reply to their questions, he informed them 
that he was a Hebrew, and that he was 
fleeing from God who made the sea and 
the land. The sailors were horrified and 
cried, ‘‘What is this that thou hast done ?”’ 
Then they asked him what they could 
do to appease the God whom he had of- 
fended. Jonah himself suggested the 
remedy. ‘Take me up,” he said, “and 
cast me forth into the sea.” But as the 
storm grew more and more severe, and 
they failed to make any headway against 
it, they besought Jehovah to hold them 
guiltless of Jonah’s life and tossed him 
over the side of the boat. Immediately 
the storm ceased its raging, so that they 
were filled with awe and offered sacrifices 
to Jehovah. Jonah meanwhile was swal- 
lowed by a great fish, within whose belly 
he remained for three days and nights. 

We cannot fail to note in this section 
the way in which the pagan sailors are 
contrasted with Jonah, Israel’s patriotic 
prophet. 

“The openness of these heathen to re- 
ligious impressions, the readiness with 
which they acknowledged Jehovah (hith- 
erto unknown to them), and addressed no 
longer their own gods but to him their 
most earnest and humble prayers; their 
submission to his will, and the worship 
which they subsequently paid and prom- 
ised him are all brought out in bold relief, 
and in pursuance of the object of this book 
in strong and intended contrast with the 
conduct of his own people Israel in turn- 
ing from him to idols. These heathen, 
too, reverence and would fain save from 
death a prophet of Jehovah, who had 
come to them unbidden and had well-nigh 
compassed their destruction. Jerusalem 
killed the prophets and stoned them that 
were sent to her for her salvation. They 
showed the utmost tenderness for a single 
life; Jonah, the prophet of the Lord, is 
worse than regardless of more than six 
thousand human souls.” 

3. Jonah’s Prayer, 2: 1-10. Jonah 
prayed to God inside the fish. He was 
thankful that he had been delivered from 
the sea, and that his life was still in him. 
Because he had been saved thus far, he 
was confident of his ultimate salvation. 
The prayer is poetical in its form, one of 
the most beautiful psalms that we have in 
the Bible. There are three stanzas, 2-4, 
5-6, 7-9. Each stanza begins with the 
danger from which he had been delivered, 
and ends with an expression of trust. 


4. Jonah’s Deliverance, 2: 10. Jehovah 


spoke unto the fish and it vomited out 
Jonah upon the dry land. 

There are two questions that inevitably 
come up when we study the book of Jo- 
nah. (1) Was it possible for Jonah to 
live within the belly of the fish? I would 
say that all things are possible with God, 
and that it would be presumptuous for us 
to deny that the miracle could have been 
performed. Some writers go so far as to 
point out that the story is credible even 
on naturalistic grounds. Thus Dr. Hor- 
ton, in the Century Bible, though he does 
not believe that the story was intended as 
actual history, says: ‘““Mr. Frank Bullen’s 
account of the cachalot whale shows con- 
clusively that the sea contains a fish 
which could swallow a man without in- 
juring him.” And again: “The cachalot 
whale which has been seen in the Med- 
iterranean can easily swallow a man or 
even a small boat. Sharks have swal- 
lowed men and vomited them out alive.” 

But this leads to a second question: 
Was the Book of Jonah written as history 
or was it intended to be taken as a parable 
or allegory? Many conservative, evangel- 
ical scholars today are convinced that it 
was the latter. The time has long passed 
when one’s belief in the historicity of 
Jonah and the whale can be made the 
test of his orthodoxy. It is absurd to say 
that the divinity of Jesus is at stake. If 
there is really a Christian whose faith in 
Christ depends upon Jonah’s being swal- 
lowed by the whale, then his faith is piti- 
fully weak. 

The chief argument on which tradi- 
tionalists depend is the words of Jesus. 
He takes Jonah as a type of his death and 
resurrection and says that the men of 
Nineveh will rise up against his own gen- 
eration and condemn it, for they repented 
at the preaching of Jonah. “If these in- 
cidents recorded in the book of Jonah 
are fabrications instead of facts,” writes 
Professor Luther Townsend, “then these 
unqualified references to them by our 
Lord imperil either his intelligence or his 
integrity. Either horn of the dilemma 
would be perilous to our faith.” But the 
words of Jesus have fully as much mean- 
ing if the story of Jonah is nothing but a 
parable. Jesus is illustrating his point, 
and it makes no difference whether the 
illustration comes from the realm of fact 
or of fiction. Says George Adam Smith: 

“Suppose we tell slothful people that 
theirs will be the fate of the man who 
buried his talent; is this to commit us to 
the belief that the personages of Christ’s 
parables actually existed? Or take the 
homiletic use of Shakespeare’s dramas, ‘as 
Macbeth did,’ or ‘as Hamlet said.” Any 
preacher among us would resent being 
bound by such inferences. And if we re- 
sent this for ourselves, how chary we 
should be about seeking to bind the Lord 
by it.” 

Those who argue for the parabolic use 
of Jonah do not by any means base their 
argument on their unbelief in its super- 
natural aspects. George Adam Smith 
calls attention to the literary character of 
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the book. It does not “claim to be real 
history. On the contrary it offers to us all 
the marks of the parable or allegory.” 
Others point out that the book is placed 
among the prophets rather than in the 
historical section of the Old Testament; 
that there is no historical confirmation of 
the conversion of Nineveh, no exact his- 
torical details in the book itself, that some 
of the miracles recorded in the book are 
grotesque and useless. 

I do not care to argue the matter one 
way or the other. I would suggest to 
teachers, especially to teachers of young 
people, that it is very unwise to make the 
belief of your scholars in the inspiration 
of the Bible or in the divinity of Jesus 
depend upon the historicity of Jonah. It 
is uncertain whether Jonah was intended 
to be taken as history or as an allegory. 
It has the same value in either case. The 
writer of the book was interested in the 
attitude of his people toward the Gentiles, 
and Jonah was meant to typify that atti- 
tude. He is an embodiment of Israel, 
fleeing from his divinely given duty to 
bear witness to the world of God. 

“The sea typifies the raging nations; 
the sleep of Jonah typifies Israel’s sloth 
to fulfill its mission to the Gentiles, for 
which it is delivered into captivity to the 
world, but yet is preserved alive; having 
been disciplined, it is ready to engage in 
its appointed mission, but it is still nar- 


row and needs to be taught the wideness 
of God’s mercy.” 


That brings us to 


ll. Jonah’s Second Commission, 3-4 


1. Jonah’s Obedience, 3: 1-4. The 
word of the Lord came to Jonah the sec- 
ond time, saying, Arise, go unto Nineveh, 
and preach unto it the preaching that I 
bid thee. And this time Jonah went. He 
would rather face the Ninevites than have 
a second encounter with the whale. Nine- 
veh, we are told, was an exceeding great 
city of three days journey. This last ex- 
pression probably refers to its circumfer- 
ence, which would make it about 60 
miles. The circumference of the inner 
city, as revealed by its ruins, was ac- 


tually about nine miles, but Nineveh, like 
London, included a great many suburbs. 
To the Jews, the great city included the 
whole area, and the ruins indicate that 
the circumference of the entire metropoli- 
tan areas was approximately sixty miles. 
Jonah began to enter the city, a day’s 
journey, that is he began to perambulate 
the city, going hither and thither as far 
as was possible in the first day. And he 
cried: “Yet forty days and Nineveh shall 
be overthrown.” 

2. Nineveh’s Repentance, 3: 5-10. The 
people of Nineveh, we are told, “believ ed 
God.” This may seem a little strange, 
but “it was not necessary to the effect of 
Jonah’s preaching,” says Mr. Layard, 
“that he should be of the religion of the 
people of Nineveh. I have known a 
Christian priest to frighten a Mussulman 
town to tears and repentance by publicly 
proclaiming that he had received a divine 
mission to announce a coming earthquake 
or plague.” The Ninevites showed their 
penitence by donning sackcloth, by re- 
fraining from food and drink, by turning 
away‘from their evil ways, and by crying 
unto God for mercy. In this act of peni- 
tence they all joined, from the king to the 
peasant, and sackcloth was even put upon 
the beasts of burden. “When God saw 
their works that they turned from their 
evil way, he repented of the evil which he 
said he would do unto them, and he did 
it not.” Such action would indicate that 
God’s promises as well as his threats are 
conditional. 

3. Jonah’s Anger, 4: 1-5. God’s de- 
termination to spare Nineveh “displeased 
Jonah exceedingly and he was angry.” 
Why should he have been affected in this 
manner? Some say that he was jealous of 
his honor as a prophet, but there is no 
hint of that in the record; some say that 
he was jealous of God’s honor, but there 
is no hint of that. The real reason, as he 
himself plainly declares, is that he was 
unwilling for the enemies of Israel to be 
saved. Jonah was a super-patriot, a nar- 
row nationalist, with no love for other 
peoples or other nations. He told God 
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that if Nineveh was to be spared he him- 
self would prefer to die. He seemed to 
think that his passionate outburst might 
have some effect upon God. For he went 
out to a bluff overlooking Nineveh and 
waited to see if God might not change 
his mind. 

4. God’s Question, 4: 6-11. Jonah was 
hot and flustered and God prepared a 
gourd to deliver him from his evil case 
(to cool him off, we might say), and the 
prophet was very grateful for its shade. 
But the next day it withered and Jonah 
had a sunstroke. When he came to, he 
requested again that he might be allowed 
to die, in some other way than by a sun- 
stroke, no doubt. Then came the question 
with which the book closes. Jonah’s atti- 
tude toward the gourd is contrasted with 
God’s attitude toward Nineveh in a four- 
fold way: (1) Thou, Jonah, and I, God; 
(2) a gourd and a great city; (3) a gourd 
over which Jonah did not labor and a city 
for which God cares continually; (4) a 
gourd which came up in a night and per- 
ished in a night, and six score thousand 
persons with immortal souls. 

What was Jonah’s answer? Was he 
ashamed of himself and of his attitude? 
Did he from that time look out upon the 
world with God’s eyes, in which the men 
of Nineveh were just as precious as the 
men of Israel? The unknown author of 
the book does not tell us, and he does not 
tell us because he was interested not in 
Jonah’s answer, but in his readers’ an- 
swer. 

Should God have regard for Nineveh? 
What about Russia, China, Japan? Do 
we regard these people, these nations, as 
God regards them? If so, what effect will 
it have upon our actions? 


1. We will wish to share with them our 
gospel. The writer of the book of Jonah 
saw more clearly than any man in the Old 
Testament that God wished all men to be 
saved and that the gospel should be pre- 
sented to those who seemed most unlikely 
to respond. Since Jonah’s time there has 
come the Savior and he has commissioned 
us to go unto all the nations. What ought 
we to do about it in the light of present 
conditions? That is the question which 
Jonah poses for us. 


2. We will free ourselves from national 
and racial prejudices. Do we put the in- 
terests of America above the interests of 
humanity? Have we freed ourselves from 
foolish prejudices against people of other 
lands? Are we ready to show a Christian 
attitude toward Moscow or Peiping? Do 
we really believe that God is no respecter 
of persons? This, too, is a question which 
Jonah would have us answer, not in 
words only, but in life. 

Lesson theme and scripture copyrighted by the Divi- 
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“| have used seven different sources of 
help but none compares with Dr. Thompson’s 
lessons. In fact, all others are colorless and 
shallow! ‘’—Mrs. Jack Tate, Uniontown, Ala. 
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BOOK NOTES 


REMBRANDT AND THE GOSPEL. By W. 
A. Visser ‘t Hooft. Westminster Press, Phila- 
delphia. 193 pp., $4.50. 

This is a fascinating study of the fa- 
mous Dutch Protestant painter made by 
an equally famous modern Dutch church- 
man. Dr. Visser ’t Hooft interweaves a 
study of Rembrandt’s life with what he 
calls his spiritual pilgrimage. He es- 
tablishes his conviction that Rembrandt 
did his work within the fold of the Re- 
formed Church, though greatly influenced 
by the Mennonites. While the attempt to 
root the painter’s marital irregularities 
in his economic situation is not too con- 
vincing, the author does succeed remark- 
ably well in showing the growth of Rem- 
brandt’s powers and purposes during 
three different periods of his life. The 
early interest in the spectacular deeds of 
Jesus led to an emphasis on paintings of 
the miracles; the later concern with 
Jesus’ inner soul is manifest in number- 
less sketches of the same scene of his 
compassion. In fact Rembrandt did cer- 
tain topics in Jesus’ ministry from varied 
standpoints. 





Noteworthy in the artist’s production 
is the fact that the nativity scenes are 
mostly harsh—there is no “idyll of the 
child’—and the recurrence of the Em- 
maus scene as the most poetical picturing 
of Jesus’ real inner life. Both the inter- 
est and the cost of the book are increased 
by the inclusion of nearly thirty plates 
reproducing the painters work. These 
include a two-page spread of The Night 
Watch, painted in the year of the death 
of Rembrandt’s wife, and perhaps the 
best known of his works. 

This book is good for ministers and 
laymen alike, for it will introduce many 
to a little known field of religious mean- 
ing. 

JuLiAn Price Love. 
Louisville Presbyterian Seminary. 
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inheritance and distribution may have been changed. Estate taxes 
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World Missions. If you wish to include such a provision, the 


following form of bequest is recommended: 


I give, devise and bequeath to the Board of World Missions of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States, a corporation organized 
under the laws of the State of Tennessee, with offices at Nashville, 
Tennessee, the sum of (or the following 


property, to wit: d 
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everything you want it to do. Call on us for any help we can 
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MINISTERIAL 
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Presbyterian, U. S. 

Fred R. Stair, Hickory, N. C., has ac- 
cepted a call to the Central church, At- 
lanta, Ga. 

Ralph C. Arbaugh, Norton, Va., has ac- 
cepted a call to the Donelson church, 
Nashville, Tenn. 

D. P. McGeachy, 3d, Sylva, N. C., 
become pastor of the First 
Gainesville, Ga., Sept. 1. 

James H. Brown, from Kansas City, 
Mo., to 909 W. Main St., Jackson, Mo. 

D. L. Durway, from Little Rock, Ark., 
to 1000 E. Morehead St., Charlotte 3, 
N. C. 

Lawrence E. Durr, 
Ga., to 3011 
&. ¢. 

James H. Morrison (Chaplain), from Ft. 
Stewart, Ga., to Division Chapel, 101st 
Airborne Div., Ft. Campbell, Ky. 

Daniel K. Purdom, from Campbellsville, 
Ky., to the Catlettsburg, Ky., and Ken- 
wood churches. 

Charies M. Hanna, Jr., from Somerset, 
Ky., to associate pastor of the Highland 
church, Louisville, Ky. 

Ray E. King, from Lexington, N. C., to 
6402 N. Habana St., Tampa 4, Fla. 

J. R. Keever, from Charlottesville, Va., 
to 4922 Chamberlayne Ave., Richmond, 
Va., Sept. 10, where he will engage in 
graduate study at Union Seminary. 

Lawrence W. Avent, who has been asso- 
ciate minister of the Old Presbyterian 
Meeting House, Alexandria, Va., is now 
serving as temporary supply for that pul- 
pit. 

Robert S. McKee, pastor of the Irving, 
Texas, church for the past 20 years, has 
been honorably retired after 47 years in 
the ministry. His address: 623 E. 2nd St., 
Irving, Texas. 

John M. Handley, completing graduate 
studies at Union Seminary in Va., has 
become assistant minister of the River- 
side church, 849 Park St., Jacksonville 4, 
Fla., with primary responsibility for the 
Normandy chapel. 

W. J. Millard will retire from the pas- 
torate of the Evergreen church on Oct. 
15, the 25th anniversary of his service 
there. At that time he will make his 
home at 318 N. McLean St., Memphis 12, 
Tenn. 

David H. Moylan, from Columbia, S. C., 
to the Ebenezer church, Rock Hill, S. C., 
Sept. 1. 

John P. Simmons, from Savannah, Ga., 
to Box 656, Aliceville, Ala., Aug. 31. 

J. H. Gruver, from Black Mountain, 
N. C., to 1816 Palmer Ave., Winter Park, 
Fla. 

L. M. Barkley, from Lewisburg, W. Va., 
to 330 Buena Vista St., Lynchburg, Va. 

Charles L. Moffatt, Jr., First church 
Cedartown, Ga., has had his pastoral rela- 
tionship dissolved so that he may take 
graduate work in Scotland next year. 

Thomas A, Stallworth, Rome, Ga., will 
join the faculty of Presbyterian College, 
Clinton, S. C. 

David B. Maxwell, from Hogansville, 
Ga., to the Rockmart, Ga., church. 
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Paul E. Smith, Jr., formerly of Albany, 
Ga., has been installed as pastor of the 
Rock Mount, Va., church. 

B. H. Wiggins, from Boonesville, Miss., 
to 509 Big Tree Rd., S. Daytona Beach, 
Fla. 

Frederick W. McDaniel, Jr., from Bos- 
ton, Ga., to Whitsett, N. C. 

Robert B. McNeill, Columbus, Ga., has 
accepted a call to become associate pas- 
tor of the Bream Memorial church, 
Charleston, W. Va., effective in September 
(see page 12). 

Harold V. Kuhn, formerly of Franklin- 
ville, N. Y., has become pastor of the 
Spencer, W. Va., church. 

Raymond B. Spivey, presbytery’s super- 
intendent of home missions, from Ben- 
nington, Okla., to 302 E. Rosewood at 
South 3rd, Hugo, Okla., Sept. 1. No 
change of work. 


Presbyterian, U. P. USA 

Franklin M. Ritchie has been installed 
as pastor of the Lakeport, Calif., church. 
Mr. Ritchie was ordained at 65 after re- 
tirement from the practice of law and 
after completing his preparation at 
Bloomfield Seminary. 

Kenneth E, Reeves, from San Antonio, 
Texas, to 18 Sweet Bay Rd., Portugese 
Bend, Calif. 

Donald C. Irwin, from Takoma Park, 
Md., to 803 Arrington Dr., Silver Springs, 
Md. 

George Wallace Doherty, formerly of 
Schoharie, N. Y., will become pastor of 
the Sand Lake, N. Y., church Sept. 1. 

Theodore W. Kalsbeek, from Loveland, 
Ohio, to 12003 Montgomery Rd., Cincin- 
nati 42, Ohio. 

Dean A. Mordhorst, from Detroit, Mich., 
to the First church, 2nd St. at Mulberry, 
Evansville 13, Ind. 

Carroll D. Payne, from Rt. 8, Greene- 
ville, Tenn., to 1907 Moore Ave., Tuscu- 
lum Hts., Greeneville, Tenn. 

Ronald C. Smith, from McCloud, Calif., 
to 2944 75th Ave., Oakland 5, Calif., 
August 26. 

R. A. Olsen, from Buffalo, N. Y., to the 
Trinity church, 4746 W. 21st St., Topeka, 
Kans., Sept. 1. 

Jack W. London, from Lyons, Kans., to 
620 E. Yeso, Hobbs, N. Mex. 

David M. Patterson, from Vincennes, 
Ind., to the First church, 405 N. Lincoln, 
Ellsworth, Kans, 

MARRIED 


John B. Stanley, recent graduate of 
Union Seminary, Va., and Margaret Ruth 


Gettys, McCormick, S. C., were married 
Aug. 21. He serves the Lansing, N. C. 
group of churches. 


TRAVEL 

Marion A. Boggs, who recently marked 
his 40th anniversary in the ministry— 
39 years in Arkansas including 20 years 
in the Second church, Little Rock—and 
Mrs. Boggs are on a European tour. 

Richard R. Potter, First church, Staun- 
ton, Va., will leave Oct. 5 on a U. S. Air 
Force Protestant Preaching Mission in 
Tripoli, Libya, Italy, Turkey and Greece. 


SAN FRANCISCO SEMINARY 

Esther L. Johnson, formerly DCE in the 
Hitchcock church, Scarsdale, N. Y., has 
become assistant professor of Christian 
education at San Francisco Theological 
Seminary. 

John D. Furnas, formerly executive of 
the Synod of Oregon, has become pro- 
fessor in charge of student field service 
at the seminary. 

Edward V. Stein, director of Westmin- 
ster House and the Presbyterian chaplain 
at the University of Chalifornia at Berke- 
ley, has become dean of students at the 
seminary and associate professor of pas- 
toral psychology and director of admis- 
sions. 


DEATHS 

Henry St. George Tucker, 85, one-time 
presiding bishop of the Protestant Epis- 
copal church, and a former president of 
the Federal Council of Churches, died 
Aug. 8 in Richmond, Va. For many years 
he was a missionary in Japan. 

Jasper Manton, 67, formerly pastor of 
Trinity church, Dallas, Texas, vice-chair- 
man of the General Council of the U.P. 
USA General Assembly, died July 12 of a 
heart attack after preaching that morning 
in Paris, Texas. 

George F. Bell, 82, died Aug. 11 in Rich- 
mond, Va. He was pastor of the Hollister, 
Mo.. church 1926-46, living in Cullen, Va., 
since then. He was Moderator of the 
Synod of Missouri (USA) in 1938. 

John W. Hill, 73, retired manager of 
the Presbyterian Book Store, Richmond, 
Va., died Aug. 8 at the home of his broth- 
er, Barton Hill, his only survivor, in Ft. 
Worth, Texas. For ten years before going 
to Texas he made his home in Black 
Mountain, N. C. 


DCEs 

Albert F. Boehler, formerly of Raleigh, 
N. C., is now serving as director of Chris- 
tian education in the Whitehaven church, 
Memphis 16, Tenn. 
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1776 Hampden-Sydney College 1999 


Exceptional record for turning out leaders in church, community and nation. 


Sound education undergirded by Christian faith. 
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